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AUSTRALIA 

TAKES 

NORFOLK 


Commonwealth will impose new form of administration, 
over Council’s objections; Referendum is forbidden 


‘Something like self-government’, Minister says 


U. N. AssYi. President states rights 


KEY QUOTES FROM MEETINGS WITH MINISTER.. .ADMINISTRATOR SAYS PITCAIRN¬ 
ERS' HOME IS IN PITCAIRN. . .ARTICLE BY R. K.R.ALSTON OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
ASSOCIATION... HOW NORFOLK MIGHT ISSUE ITS OWN COINS...OUTSTANDING 
PLAN FOR A NORFOLK SOCIAL SERVICES PROGRAMME... COUNCIL DECLARES RIGHTS 
TO 200-MILE OCEAN ZONE...DESIGN FOR A NORFOLK FLAG...THE LATEST ON OIL 
IN WATERS AROUND NORFOLK... "NORFOLK LIVING"... HELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES, 
SEASONAL GARDEN NOTES, WINES "IN BOND" - AND THE "LETTER FROM HOME". . i 








COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 



welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish- 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor-- 
folk Pine> ^- 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Comers shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes* walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



.LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL,' MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

.REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 






CONSENSUS", "COLLABORATION", "CO-OPERATION" AND "NEGOTIATION" FAILED, SO 


AUSTRALIA TAKES AN ISLAND 


The Commonwealth 
of Australia assert¬ 
ed full possession 
of Norfolk Island on 
March 13th. 

NORFOLK’S STATUS AS A SEP- 
ARATE AND DISTINCT BRITISH 
SETTLEMENT - THE STATUS AC¬ 
CEPTED BY AUSTRALIA WHEN IT 
RECEIVED AUTHORITY TO AD¬ 
MINISTER THE ISLAND IN 1914 - 
IS NO LONGER RECOGNISED, 

having been unable to persuade 
or press the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil into accepting a plan for con¬ 
tinued colonial rule from Canber¬ 
ra on most major Island matters, 
the Minister for Home Affairs drop¬ 
ped any pretence of "negotiation" 
or "consensus" with the Council. 

In five hours of broadcast meet¬ 
ings with the Council, he revealed 
Australia’s blunt new policy: 

■ The Australian Government as¬ 
serts absolute sovereignty over Nor¬ 
folk Island. , 

■Norfolk Island is already inte¬ 
grated into Australia. No choice 
about this remains. The integra¬ 
tion happened at some time in the 
past, which Australia is unable to 
specify. 

■Australia will impose a new 
form of administration on the Isl¬ 
and, It is not meant to be self- 
government, or democratic. 

■Norfolk will not be allowed to 
express consent or dissent. Austra¬ 
lia’s Parliament is to be satisfied, 
not the people of the Island, 

■No programme for progress to 
self-government will be accepted. 

■ United Nations "sacred obli¬ 
gations" towards non-self-govern¬ 
ing territories do not apply in the 
case of Norfolk Island. They do 
apply to the territory of Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands. Although Nor¬ 
folk is a territory and may never 
become self-governing, it is not 
considered a non-self-governing 
territory. 

■ Because Norfolk is not ack¬ 
nowledged to be a non-self-govern¬ 
ing territory, Australia will not 
allow the Island to take its seat 


at the South Pacific Conference. 

■ Any dissent by the people of 
Norfolk Island from Australian Gov¬ 
ernment policies, or from the new 
form of government, will be of no 
constitutional significance, and 
will be dealt with according to 
Australian law, including the 
provisions of the Crimes Act con¬ 
cerning sedition. 

‘Silence!’ 

In a. three-hour session with 
the Norfolk Island Council on 
March 13th and a two-hour session 
on the 14th - both broadcast to the 
Island - Minister R. J. Ellicott 
cushioned the hard facts with thou¬ 
sands of gentle words of concern, 
affection, understanding and sym- 
pathy. 

But the facts were there, from 
the first word of the meetings. A 
hushed Council Chamber, the pub¬ 
lic gallery packed, was awaiting 
Mr. Ellicott’s arrival. His entry 
was announced in an unprecedent¬ 
ed way - a shouted command from 
Australia’s resident Legal Adviser 
just outside the doorway: "Silence!" 

Norfolk’s eight elected Council¬ 
lors were allowed a chance to speak 
only after Mr. Ellicott had made an 
exhaustive opening address lasting 
an hour and a half. 

The Councillors spoke firmly, 
logically, sometimes with emotion, 
as they outlined the facts of the 
Island’s case for regaining self-gov¬ 
ernment with the consent of the 
governed. 

The briefest Council address was 
Councillor David Buffett’s. He 
simply asked a question. He said 
Council wished documentation of 
the course towards self-government 
which Australia was willing to fol¬ 
low. His question was.* "Why is it 
that the Minister does not see fit 
to include in the Bill the programme 
that he has outlined in his address 
to Council this afternoon?" The 
question went unanswered, as did 
most others the elected members 
raised. 

Mr. Ellicott’s intended message 
to the Island seemed to be that 
Norfolk could advance toward some 


degree of self-government, in due 
course, and that this would be 
achieved by a benevolent Common¬ 
wealth, concerned about its respon¬ 
sibilities to the people of Norfolk. 

He frequently spoke as though the 
Island were hesitant to accept respon¬ 
sibility for governing itself, ignor¬ 
ing the fact that Norfolk has been 
struggling to regain genuine self- 
government ever since it was taken 
away by the Governor of New South 
Wales in 1896. 

Mr. Ellicott spoke an estimated 
18, 000 words over the two days. 

In an effort to distill five hours of 
discussions to more readily understand¬ 
able form. The News dissected tape 
recordings of the two meetings into 
comments made on three major is¬ 
sues: whether Norfolk is in fact part 
of Australia, whether a referendum 
should be held on the new form of 
government, and what the future 
may hold. 

Each of these sections begins with 
Mr. Ellicott's key comments on the 
subject, and leads on to Councillors’ 
stated positions. 

All comments have been taken di¬ 
rectly from tapes of the meetings. 
Many points of interest have been 
omitted. The Minister’s private 
secretary has been reported as say¬ 
ing that full transcripts of the meet¬ 
ings will become available through 
the Administration in due course. • 
They should be studied and preserved, 
as a basic reference on the most over¬ 
whelming and controversial change 
in constitutional policies on Norfolk 
Island since the Commonwealth was 
granted responsibility for overseeing 
the Island in 1914. 

Humiliated 

It was not clear in the several days 
after Mr. Ellicott's "return to Aust¬ 
ralia" - to use his words - what the 
Island’s response would be. 

There was strong feeling among 
residents concerned about self-gov¬ 
ernment that the elected Council¬ 
lors had performed outstandingly, 
but had been degraded and humilia¬ 
ted by Mr. Ellicott’s paternalistic 
manner and his ignoring of what 
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Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 


ARRANGE FOR 
TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 




DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

f p opriior: J. W. FITZPATRICK 









they were really saying. 

it was obvious, in retrospect, 
that the Councillors* five months 
of secret ” negotiations” with Mr. 
Ellicott had been essentially an 
Australian public relations exercise 
aimed at creating an appearance 
of acceptance by the Island. His 
"consultation and collaboration 
with Council and the community” 
suddenly came to an end when Aust¬ 
ralia found* Council would not see 
things Australia's way. 

Pitcairners 

The Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers handed Mr. 
Ellicott a statement of its position 
on the afternoon 9 f March 14th. 

The Society’s letter, dated March 
12th andapparently approved in ad¬ 
vance by a full membership meet¬ 
ing for use if Mr. Ellicott's position 
turned out to be unyielding read 
as follows: 

"This Society wishes to make its 
position clear to you concerning 
the future government of Norfolk 
Island. 

'1. Norfolk is the homeland of the 
descendants of the Pitcairn people 
who were offered it in 1856 by the 
British Government, and accepted 
it. This should be formally ack¬ 
nowledged by your Government as 
such and should be written into any 
new constitutional arrangements for 
governing die Island. Your Govern¬ 
ment should have no power to bar 
or restrict Norfolk Islanders of Pit¬ 
cairn descent from free entry to 
their homeland. 

Accepted 

*2. Norfolk Island is a distinct and 
separate political entity, and wa. f 
accepted as such by Australia in Iw-* 
when Australia accepted responsibil¬ 
ity to administer Norfolk Island. 

This distinct and separate status 
should be recognised and acknow¬ 
ledged by your Government and 
should be written into any new con¬ 
stitutional arrangements. The term 
"Norfolk Island” should be under- 
stood to include the surrounding sea¬ 
bed consistent with Islands recognised 
as separate political entities. 

”3. A Referendum should be conduct¬ 
ed to allow the Norfolk Island elect¬ 
ors to express their acceptance - or 
otherwise - of any constitutional 
change. 

"4. No taxes should be levied and 


no public revenues spent except as 
is approved by a Government which 
represents and is elected by the 
people of Norfolk Island. 

"5. If new constitutional arrange¬ 
ments are imposed or taxes levied 
on Norfolk Island revenues spent 
without, the consent of the people as 
in Paragraph 3 above, we will not 
recogiise them as being fully legi¬ 
timate. 

Resist 

”6. It is our intention to resist, by 
any lawful means, the imposition 
of new constitutional arrangements 
or the imposition of taxes or the 
imposition of expenditure of Nor¬ 
folk Island revenues which are not 
fully legitimate, in accordance with 
the above paragraphs. 

”7. We consider it our moral obli¬ 
gation and duty to work for the 
termination of new constitutional 


arrangement, taxesor spending of 
Norfolk Islandi revenues - should 
they be imposed without the con¬ 
sent of the majority of the people. 

,, "There is a difference of opinion 
between your Government and this 
Society, as to the applicability of 
Article 73 of die United Nations 
Charter in Norfolk Island's situa¬ 
tion. On legal advice and on the 
advice of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia, we believe 
that Article 73 does apply to Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"We are commissioning an inde¬ 
pendant professional study to pro¬ 
vide authoritative opinion as to 
whether Norfolk Island is, or is not, 
ethnically and culturally distinct 
from Australia. The United Nations 
Association of Australia has offered 
to supervise the conduct of this 
study. We hope this study will be 
completed within three weeks and 
we will arrange for this Information 
to be sent to you as soon as it is 
available. " 


SOME ACCURATE FIGURES - AT LAST 


MAJOR AUSTRALIAN EXPENDITURES ON NORFOLK - YEAR TO 30 JUNE *78 

As Presented to Council by Mr. Ellicott - Footnotes prepared by The News 


COMMONWEALTH GRANT (To be raised $18. 000 next year).... $126, 


NORFOLK ISLAND AIRPORT.;. 403, 

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY... 129, 

LESS: Receipts from airport and meteorological charges. (60, 


ooci 

900* 

500 3 

700) 


CAPITAL EXPENDITURES: 

BY DEPT. OF HOME AFFAIRS (Mainly on Kingston restoration). 

BY DEPT. OF TRANSPORT (Airport).. 

BY DEPT. OF CONSTRUCTION. 

SOCIAL SERVICE BENEFITS.. 


257,199 4 
182, 000 2 
4,000 

274. 000 6 


Footnotes; 

1. This approximately repays Norfolk for the salaries and expenses of Australian- 
employed administrative officers posted to the Island. 

2. The Norfolk airport is owned by the Commonwealth and operated by it in ac¬ 
cordance with Australian international aviation agreements. The Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil has offered to take over full operation and upgrading of the airport, without 
Commonwealth subsidy. 

3. The Bureau of Meteorology office on Norfolk makes no forecasts for rthe Isl¬ 
and. It is solely a reporting station necessary to Australia. *' \ 

4. The restoration programme has been undertaken by the Commpnwealm on 
the grounds that the buildings are owned by Australia and are of p^me^mltbrical 
importance to Australia. Norfolk was proceeding, at a slower rate but at its own 
cost, to restore the buildings. 

5. These benefits are paid to Australians who qualified in Australia, and would 
receive the benefits wherever they were living. 

N.B.: Mr. Ellicott did not represent the amounts listed in the table as being 
subsidies to Norfolk Island, but emphasised that they contribute importantly to 
the health of the Island's economy. The amounts total approximately $1.3 
million. Mr. Ellicott did not mention that Norfolk Island imports frOm Austra¬ 
lia, which contribute to the health of the Australian economy, exceed $3 
million a year. 
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TssuesT Is Norfolk distinct, or is 


Mr.EHicott: 


Mr. Ellicott: M What we've been wit¬ 
nessing in recent weeks is something 
of an attempt to go back to the idea 
that this Island can have independ-, 
ence. All the sorts of statements 
that have been made in recent weeks 
seem to be heading towards this sort 
of idea - and the whole thing is de¬ 
veloping (and this would be a great 
pity, because, really, it may not 
be very significant in the long run) 
into a battle of words: concepts of 
philosophies, instead of getting on 
with the task, which is the real task, 
of providing this Island with the best 
government it can have, and with 
the opportunity my Government - 
your Government - is wanting to 
give it. of managing its own affairs. 

"When people start to use words 
such as 'we want an act of self-de¬ 
termination', 'we want self-gov¬ 
ernment in free association with the 
Australian Government', that those 
are words of independence. They're 
not words of self-government. 

They are words of independence. 
They assert an attitude of independ¬ 
ence. 

"So far as Vm concerned, I don't 
believe that the people of Norfolk 
Island want independence from Aust¬ 
ralia. I am paternalistic enough to 
believe not only that they don’t want 
it (except perhaps a small minority) 
but also to believe that it's not in 
the interest of Norfolk Island fear it 
to have independence from Australia. 

"I have made it clear the Govern¬ 
ment - when Sen. Withers was the 
Minister, made it clear - that its 
policy was based on Norfolk Island 
being and remaining part of Austral¬ 
ia. 

"Whatever you may say about that, 
that is a basic proposition, and it's 
on that basis that Norfolk Island will 
move towards self-government, so 
far as I am concerned, so far as your 
Government, the Australian Govern¬ 
ment, is concerned.. 

"It's also abundantly clear, as a 
matter of law, that this is Australia's 
territory. In international law, it's 
Australian territory. The High Court 
has said it's part of Australia. And 
the Government has adopted that 
proposition in its approach to self- 
government. 

"What I ask you to do is to put be¬ 
hind you the concept of independ¬ 
ence, because even though you may 


not think that you are being asked 
to embrace it, that is what you are 
being asked to embrace; and sug¬ 
gestions that you should go to the 
United Nations are actions which 
are aimed at independence from 
Australia. 

"You go along that path if you 
wish. But all I can say to you, 
with whatever wisdom I have, is 
that it would be far better for us 
to get back on the track, and move 
towards self-government, in the 
way in which it was taken up in 
the statement of the 8th of May 
last year, and in the way it was 
taken up in numbers of discussions 
I had with you during the second 
half of last year. 

"I believe that these assertions, 
these statements, this publicity, 
this press campaign, whatever you 
like to call it, would undermine 
all the positive and creative work 
that we have already achieved, and 
that we are hoping to achieve - I 
hope - in the near future... M 

To be separate 

"I have no difficulty in saying 
to you, and I say it today, that this 
cry of independence - these asser¬ 
tions which are based on wanting 
Norfolk Island to be apart from, sep¬ 
arate from, Australia - are neither 
realistic in terms of the Government's 
policy, nor are they realistic in 
terms of what is of value and of bene¬ 
fit to the residents of Norfolk Island..." 

"What it means, of course, is not 
so horrific when you consider it, be¬ 
cause to say that this is part of Aust¬ 
ralia is not to say that the Govern¬ 
ment of this Island can't take into 
account the aspirations, the back¬ 
ground, the culture of the people 
who live here. That's never been 
a problem, so far as I'm concerned, 
and it's not a problem so far as the 
present Government is concerned.. 

"The Australian Government in¬ 
tends to remain here, and its pres¬ 
ence will be marked by a person who 
has been called the Administrator, 
and who will be called the Adminis¬ 
trator. We use that term in the 
Northern Territory. We used that 
term in Papua New Guinea. And 
we see no reason not to use it on Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"Some people want to use the 
name "Commissioner". All I can 
say is that, to me, indicates again 
the view which is pushing a line of in¬ 
dependence. It is not, to me, doing 
anything else than that* I see no point 


it Australia? 

in calling a person who's been well 
known on this Island a "Commissioner 
when he's already been called, and 
always has been called, the Ad- 5 
ministrator. He's been responsible 
for the government of the terri¬ 
tory. .." 


The Council: 


Councillor Blucher: "When this 
Council uses the words 'self-gov¬ 
ernment in association with Aust¬ 
ralia' ... this Council, and the 
people on the Island, do not regard 
those words as intending to mean 
any form of independence for the 
Island. •. 

"The words self-government, in 
our view, in association with Aust¬ 
ralia, appear to be no different to 
the way other areas throughout the 
Pacific are moving towards self- 
government, in relationship with 
their mother country... 

"Norfolk Island people will say 
to you, and this is no disrespect to 
you, no disrespect to the Austral¬ 
ian Government, no disrespect to 
the Australian people, Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is Norfolk Island. Norfolk Isl¬ 
and has never, by the people, been 
regarded part of the metropolitan 
area of Australia... 

"I propose that Australia shall 
recognise Norfolk Island as the 
homeland of the Pitcairn people, 
and shall not impose on them, or 
seek to impose on them, an Act, 

Bills, laws, and so on without prior 
consent of the Norfolk Island com¬ 
munity, except In matters of de¬ 
fense, foreign affairs, national 
emergency, and matters of gov¬ 
ernment importance when it can be 
shown to this Island that these mat¬ 
ters are of utmost importance to die 
Island... I don't believe we can ne¬ 
gotiate further unless that first prin¬ 
ciple is adequately resolved, and I 
think further debate on the existing 
Bill would be meaningless unless 
the basic rights of Norfolk Island 
have been formally acknowledged..." 

Councillor Bennett: "We believe 
it should be clearly understood and 
accepted that Australia doe$ not 
own Norfolk Island, because we 
believe Norfolk Island has never 
been ceded to Australia by England. 
Further, it is my belief that Aust¬ 
ralia has never annexed Norfolk 
Island. 

"We believe it should be accept- 









ed that Norfolk is a territory "un¬ 
der the authority of" Australia, and 
is not merely a particular district 
of Australia... 

"The United Nations Association 
of Australia, in their report of 1978 
entitled # Norfolk Island, Australia 
and the U. N.', says, and I quote, 
’Norfolk Island is most decidedly 
not Australian... The situation al¬ 
so happens to be in rather flagrant 
violation of the U.N. covenants 
on civil and political rights, to 
which Australia is a signatory.' 

"The report goes on to say, ’Nor¬ 
folk Island is still what it started 
out as: that is, a distinct and sep¬ 
arate settlement..."* 

Councillor McIntyre: There is a 
large body of opinion in favour of 
the proposition that Norfolk Island 
has its rights at international law, 
as this Council has frequently 
asserted, and this is not faced with 
a reasoned argument on the other 
side. 

"In documents like the Senate 
Report on ’Australia and the Pacific*, 
the question is simply ducked. 

There is no reference to Norfolk 
Island at all. The same thing hap¬ 
pens in the Nimmo Report. Whilst 
the matter was fully argued before 
the Nimmo Report, the question 
was simply ducked. 

"Where the question is answered, 
it is answered simply by assertion, 
and not by argument. I see no 
reason for this Council to yield an 
inch on the question. I think the 
facts support the matter. I think 
the opinion of third parties, and out¬ 
side observers, supports the matter." 

Councillor Quintal: "I would like 
to ask you a question, Mr. Minister, 
regarding die 'Joint Opinion on the 
Constitutional and Legal Status of 
Norfolk Island' by Mr, McLelland 
and yourself. 

"In short, the opinion is summar¬ 
ised as follows: ’Norfolk Island is, 
by authority of an Imperial Act, a 
distinct and separate settlement, 
and its status as such cannot be al¬ 
tered except by or pursuant to an 
Imperial Act. The legislative pow¬ 
er conferred on the Commonwealth 
Parliament by Section 122 of the Con¬ 
stitution is restricted to this extent. ’ 

"The question I would like - has 
there been an Imperial Act passed 
regarding this matter?" (The Min¬ 
ister gave no answer.) 

Councillor Nunn: *When you say, 

Mr. Minister, and you repeat, and 
repeat, 'You are Australians, this is 
Australia -- you are Australians, this 
is Australia, ’ this will not make this 
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problem go away. It may well be 
that that is indeed youf firm opinion, 
and the firm opinion of your Govern¬ 
ment. But it's not going to answer 
this problem. 

"Nor will it answer it, really, by 
saying that in the High Court of 
Australia it was ruled that you are. 

"Without wishing to be rude, I 
would guarantee to you that some 
High Court in Indonesia would rule 
that the East Timorese were Indones¬ 
ians, and that East Timor was part 
of Indonesia.... 

”We regard that we have only one 
boss, and that boss is the people of 
Norfolk Island." 

MR. ELLICOTT replied to Councils 


reasoning, : H Actually, what 
you're talking about all the time is 
independence. You don't realise 
what you're talking about - with 
very great respect. 

"When you talk about the right 
of self-determination, you are talk* 
ing about the right to do one of * 
three things, that is to say, 

"-the right to say that you will 
not be part of Australia, and you 
will be a sovereign country; 

"-the*right to say that you will 
proceed in free association with 
Australia; 

"-or the right to say that you 
will be integrated into Australia. 
"That is a series of principles 


which come from Article 73 of the 
United Nations Charter. 

"Those principles apply to what 
is a non-self*- governi&g. territory, 
under the United Nations Charter. 

"Cocos Island is such a territory, 
and is accepted as such by the Aust¬ 
ralian Government, and an act of 
self-determination will occur in 
relation to Cocos Island in due 
course. 

"But let me say this, because 
there's no good us beating around 
the bush: the Australian Govern¬ 
ment does not accept that Norfolk 
Island is a non-self-governing terri¬ 
tory for the purposes of Article 73 
of the United Nations Charter." 


the key why should our constitution be 
changed without a Referendum? 

itiauo fpAm lc nAimmwi.nf kn aaa 



Mr. Ellicott: "(In the 8th of May 
statement) I said ' In all the circum¬ 
stances, and having regard to the 
decisions it has made, the Govern¬ 
ment has decided that a referendum 
should not be held.' 

"That decision was made because 
it was believed, and indeed in the 
wake of this statement, it seemed 
to be justified, that the broad ma¬ 
jority, the substantial majority of 
people on this Island, thought that 
what was contained in this docu¬ 
ment was the basis upon which self - 
government could proceed for Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"And there was no point in having 
a referendum, or in creating what 
normally is quite a divisive situation 
if you hold one... 

"May I say that I still feel that 
it (the Norfolk Island Bill - ed.) has 
a very large degree of support from 
people on the Island. And in say¬ 
ing that, I mean no offense to your 
recent resolution. But I still am of 
the view that it has the broad sup¬ 
port of people on the Island... 

"Talk about a referendum? Well 
that referendum would be seen by 
you as an act of self-determination. 
And the Government is not involved 
in, is not prepared to be involved in, 
recognising an act of self-determina¬ 
tion on the part of Norfolk Island be- 
•causerjp<^s not regard Norfolk Isl¬ 
and as Ccfeiing within Article 73 of 
the United Nations Charter. It truly 
regards it as part of Australia, and 
the High Court said so, the rule of 
law prevails here as it does in the 


rest of Australia. That is the law 
of Australia, and we propose to 
abide by it in law... 

"A Minister does his best to make 
up his mind.. .he very often has to 
make an assessment of what people 
are thinking or saying. 

"It’s not always an easy thing. 

And referenda don't necessarily tell 
you what the people axe thinking or 
saying, I can assure you, from ex¬ 
perience. Just let me say that, be¬ 
cause I would imagine, and I say 
this against the background, and you 
would know, and I think everybody 
listening would know, that in the 
end, the Australian Parliament has 
to be satisfied..." 


The Council: 


Councillor Blucher: "When a solu¬ 
tion is consented to by a referen¬ 
dum, meaningful negotiations can 
then take place on how the machin¬ 
ery can be involved to implement 
principle in a reasonable and co-op¬ 
erative manner. 

"By all this, I mean that any new 
constitutional arrangements for this 
Island - including a definition of 
the Island's relationship to the Com¬ 
monwealth or an element of a sys¬ 
tem of government for the Island - 
should become effective only after 
they, the people, have accepted - 
by the majority - the electors, in a 
secret ballot. 

"This |>oint I have stated many 
times before, in many negotiations 
with you as Minister, and also with 
a previous Minister. The point that 
I will always adhere to, and never 


move from, ^government by con¬ 
sent. 

"I don't believe that the Common¬ 
wealth can support a claim that it has 
the right to determine such arrange¬ 
ments, and to require the people of 
the Island to conform with them 
against their free will. 

"This point, I believe, is the crux 
of the entire situation as I see it; 
and until that principle is accept¬ 
ed I do not believe that Council 
could, or should, endorse any change 
in the existing form of administra¬ 
tion. .." 

"I'm sure that Council and the 
people are able - and should be able - 
to hold a referendum on any question 
whenever they wish. 

"These things I don't see in the 
Bill. 

"The Commonwealth should have 
no power to prevent the people from 
personally expressing their views 
on any subject." 

Councillor Bennett: "In the state¬ 
ment of the 8th of May, the Govern¬ 
ment decided that a referendum was 
not appropriate. That decision by 
the Government was taken prior to 
the people of the Island seeing the 
decisions of the Government. It's 
my belief that if die Government * 
believes that the Bill has 'the broad 
support of the majority of the people' 
on the Island - and Council quite 
clearly doesn't - then surely people 
ought to be given their just demo¬ 
cratic right to voice their decisions 
at the polling booth. 

"Quite obviously we are at log¬ 
gerheads. On the one hand Coun¬ 
cil is of the opinion, and the very 
strong view, that the majority of 
people do not desire the Bill; and 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


Casual Guest Policy 


Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a s m or gas b o r d and dancing to "Freeway"; TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing to the 
music of "Freeway"; FRIDAY dancin g to "Freew ay"f* SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm, 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd. 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 



















we’ve been told that the Government 
is of the opinion that the Bill has the 
broad support of the majority of 
people on the Island. 

"So quite clearly, therefore, it 
seems to me that the polling booth 
is going to be the only area that 
can sort out where the majority does 
lie." 

Councillor Nunn: "In my conscience 
to electors I must say to you, are 
you prepared to establish once and 
for all what are the wishes of the 
people here? 

"There seems to be some doubt - 
maybe in your mind, maybe in 
other people’s minds. What are 
the wishes? 

"It gets labelled as ’divisiveness’ 
and so on: we regard it as just demo¬ 
cratic right of people to hold their 
own view in varying degrees. 

"This should be done, in my opin¬ 
ion, by the holding of a supervised 
referendum, rig^it at the outset, as 
to what it is the people here want, 
if one is going to talk at all about 
government by consent. 

*Td like to see it done in terms 
of the United Nations Charter - or 
United Nations resolutions. 

"I'm not terribly happy to say 
'Do you like the Bill, or don’t you?’ 
because there are lots of bits I don’t 
Uke, and on the other hand, bits 
I do like. 

"But I think this referendum will 
show, once and for all, what the 
majority of the people of this Island 
do want. 

"I’m pretty sure it will show that 
they* want to have this internal self- . 
government, in free and co-operat¬ 
ive association with Australia. " 

Councillor McIntyre: "Because of 
their concerns, our electors have 


made it very plain to us that the 
Bill would fail if tested at referen¬ 
dum, 

"We need to be certain that our 
future form of government carries 
the consent of the people with it. 

"We believe that any other course - 
such as an Act that did not have 
public confidence when it went 
through - would represent the worst 
kind of colonialism, and paternal¬ 
ism, and all the other 'isms' that 
we may.well mutually agree are 
bad. 

"We don't expect that that would 
happen, or should happen. 

"But we make it clear that.people 
apprehend it... 

"1 trust and hope - and I think it's 
absolutely essential for public con¬ 
fidence - the people to know that 
whenever a referendum on a matter 
touching on their constitution is de¬ 
sired, the people are not prevented 
from having that referendum by any 
technical impediment. 

"It is not, in my belief, a correct 
state of affairs that we should have 
solemn declarations declared 'worth¬ 
less’ because it was not a referen¬ 
dum, and yet be denied a referen¬ 
dum, 

"It's aot a proper thing that the 
people of Norfolk Island, on any is¬ 
sue they wish, should be prevented 
from expressing a majority view. 

"If you speak of 'consensus', then 
1 wish to assure you that this Island, 
in the end, is of a size that can get 
a great deal done by referendum if 
necessary, by each person having 
an opinion, and solemnly bringing 
it forward at ballot. 

"It may not be necessary very of¬ 
ten, but I do not believe that the 
style of democracy practiced in the 
Western system is necessarily suit¬ 
able for Norfolk Island; in that I 


believe that in Norfolk Island, the 
referendum must play a larger and 
more active role. 

"The wishes of the people are 
more directly acceptable, and on 
formal matters they can be more 
readily obtained. 

"The case in favour of a refer¬ 
endum, and of thinking in terms 
of public majorities as it were 
scientifically ascertained, is a very 
important part of die way Norfolk 
can and must be governed in die fu¬ 
ture." 

Councillor Quintal: "I am going 
to do something I've never done 
before in my life. 

"I’m going to ask you, and plead 
with you, to allow us to have our 
just right - and the just right I am 
referring to is a referendum, to 
settle this matter once and for all 
time. 

"Any laws that are made for Nor¬ 
folk Island, we have to live with 
diem... 

"I am asking you to allow us to 
have a referendum, so that the people 
could decide on the fferm of govern¬ 
ment that they wish to have. 

"I think it would be wrong for the 
Australian Government to tell us 
what we should have, because it is 
my opinion we should have the fight 
of self-determination, in the form 
of a referendum." 

Councillor Snell: "It would probably 
be of assistance to all concerned to 
know what this Island wants. 

"If Council’s decision cannot be 
accepted as the majority wish of the 
people, then let. us have a referen¬ 
dum on the main issues... 

"The United Nations Association 
of Australia has indicated that they 
would assist in this regard..." 


THE KEY 


What 


Mr. Ellicott: 


Mr. Ellicott: "I would anticipate 
that the Bill will come before the 
House of Representatives in the next 
three or four weeks, and pass through 
the House, and go into the Senate; 
and I would hope that in its present 
or amended form, will become law 
before the end of May, that is be¬ 
fore the end of this session... 

"I’m resolved in my view that 
that course will be pursued, and it 
is the view of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment as well... 


lies ahead for 

"In my wisdom, I proposed to 
the draughtsmen, after consultation 
with you, that the Bill be drawn up 
in a way... so that your Legislative 
Assembly didn't look like just an¬ 
other municipal council, with pow¬ 
er over roads and footpaths, which 
some of you may have thought, 
but that it had all the trappings 
of a Parliament... 

"You have an asset in your ap- 
roach to government, and that is, 
making decisions by consensus with 
the Administrator. And that’s been 
going on for a long time... 

"People like you, and no doubt 
it will include some or all of you. 


the Island? 

have to undertake something dif¬ 
ferent to what you’ve undertaken 
in the past - and that is responsibll 
ity for making decisions, making 
laws, and carrying them into ef¬ 
fect. And the idea is that over a 
period those responsibilities will 
grow, until something like a full 
self-government is applicable to 
| Norfolk Island.;. 

M We want to help you along the 
path - realising that there are pit- 
falls. 

"When 1 say that, I don’t want 
to be paternalistic, I just want you 
to be realistic with me - that we 
want to help, but we don’t want 
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Council's objections 

TO THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL AS TABLED 
(Presented to Mr. Ellicott in written form on March 13th, 1979) 


this process to be bogged down in 
constitutional or international is¬ 
sues about whether this is a self- 
governing territory or not. 

"We don’t accept it. 

"On the other hand, we accept 
that as part of Australia, it should 
have a democratic system of gov¬ 
ernment which enables it to main¬ 
tain its own affairs. 

"Within that context, if you think 
about what I've said, and you go 
away, and you come back to me 
with something - a statement of in¬ 
tent, or whatever you like - why 
1*11 consider it. 

"But it is necessarily loose, and 
it # s necessarily something that 
won’t bind a future Parliament, or 
a future Government. It can only 
be a statement of intent. 

"It can't be a clause that will 
say that on such-and-such a date, 
certain things will happen, because 
those things can happen only if 
(a) the performance is there - and 
it’s not a question of paternalism. 

It’s a question of economics. It’s 
a question of whether there are 
sufficient people on the Island pre¬ 
pared to involve themselves in the 
‘responsibility, of political acts and 
political decisions..." 


The Council: 


Councillor Blucher: "This Bill be¬ 
fore us is, to me, just another un¬ 
satisfactory arrangement in a long 
line of unsatisfactory arrangements, 
in Acts and Bills and Ordinances, 
and inquiries, and Royal Com - 
missions dating back to 1896, when 
the people of this Island first lost 
self-government. 

"On past evidence, if no solu¬ 
tion is found this time, there will 
be a further list of Acts, Ordinances, 
Royal Commissions and so on - and 
while this is continuing, the unhappi¬ 
ness of this Island will also continue 
to grow. 

"I feel that the problem is quite 
easy to state: free people like to 
have their freedom, and are satis¬ 
fied with nothing less." 

Councillor Nunn: "The ultimate 
objective should never, never, 
never be in doubt, and this is what 
worries us. 

"In your speech, Mr. Minister, 
you have so far mentioned - you 
started off with ’a suitable form 
of self-government*. After five 
years you moved on to * a fuller 
stage of self-government*. And 
then finally you mentioned 
'something like full self-govern¬ 


1. The fundamental objection of 
the- Norfolk Islanders is that no¬ 
where in the Bill is it recognised 
that in due course they are to ob¬ 
tain self-government in associa¬ 
tion with the Commonwealth of 
Australia. The purpose of all the 
discussions over the past year or so 
has been directed toward that end, 
and this appears to be implicit in 
the policy statement of the 8th of 
May, 1978. 

2. The Norfolk Islanders also wish 
the Bill to recognise the fact that 
there ought to be what they call 
government by consent; that is to 
say, they have a right to deter¬ 
mine their own future. 

3. The Islanders also insist on 
having the right to carry out a refer¬ 
endum on any issue whatsoever which 
affects them. They want the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly to have the right 

to call a referendum on any issue 
at any time. 


ment', 

"What we need to know is what 
the ultimate objective is... 

"I believe it's for the governed, 
and not for the governors, to de¬ 
cide upon the performance of their 
elected representatives. 

"It's the right of the Norfolk 
Island people to seek any change 
in the form of government, in their 
own wisdom, with their own sense 
of priorities and values. 

"Neither the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment of the day, nor its Minis¬ 
ters, being in various ways politi¬ 
cally oriented, with their own 
sense of priorities, and their own 
sense of what constitutes a worth¬ 
while life, - they cannot be ac¬ 
cepted as satisfactory judges as to 
the competence or otherwise of 
the government of Norfolk Island, 
for the people of Norfolk Island. 

"To suggest that the Common¬ 
wealth Government, or its Minis¬ 
ters, should be the judge and jury, 
is, I say, Mr. Minister, extremely 
paternalistic and very degrading to 
the people of the Island." 

Councillor McIntyre: *The electors 
are deeply concerned that the ac¬ 
ceptance by the Island of the present 
Bill, with the difficulties unresolved, 
would be construed as an act of con¬ 
sent to the Island's relationship with 
Australia that the Bill contains... 


4. It is accepted that the Bill 
should not provide for immediate 
self-government, and that in the 
interim period there should be a 
transitional period. There are a 
number of ways of approaching this 
in the legislation, which can be 
discussed. 

5. The territory of Norfolk Island 

as described in Schedule 1 only refers 
to the physical land mass, and does 
not cover die territorial water and 
seabed around the Island. 

6. The specific comments on the 
parts of die Bill which require amend¬ 
ment must be considered In the light 
of the fundamental objection to the 
fact that the Bill does not provide, 

in its present form, for self-govern¬ 
ment. If there is to be inserted a 
provision relating to future self-gov¬ 
ernment it would be necessary to 
provide for a substantial number of 
transitional provisions. 


"If the Bill became an Act with¬ 
out the confidence of people, follow - 
ing die Act, then it would become 
an unfortunate duty to oppose the 
Bill and oppose the Act - and we 
hope to prevent that happening by 
talking with you about the improve¬ 
ment of the Bill and the attracting 
of public confidence to It. " 

Councillor Quintal: "You said that 
if the Bill doesn't go through in the 
next few weeks, then there would 
be a long delay, perhaps 12 months. 

"Rather than hurrying the Bill 
through, I for one would rather wait 
for 12 months or even longer if we 
do not get what the people want." 

Councillor Snell: "Another basic 
principle is the enforcement of gov¬ 
ernment without consent. 

"If you will not accept what this 
Council’s view is, you will not 
authorise a referendum, and the Bill 
is made law, then the government 
has been implemented upon die 
people of this Island against their 
will. 

"With all respects to justice and 
rights, this would be a catastrophic 
move, with far-reaching implica¬ 
tions. 

"The true spirit of the Norfolk 
Islander would never accept such a 
situation." 


1 0 
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...and a few more words of 
guidance from Mr. Ellicott 


Mr. Ellicott: M You've asked the 
Government if you could have repre¬ 
sentation at the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission. The Government has been 
disinclined about that, for that very 
reason - because it doesn't regard 
Norfolk Island as a non-self-govern¬ 
ing territory. But as I say, having 
said it, it doesn't mean that the 
people of Norfolk Island cannot have 
self-government. That's why I said 
earlier this is developing into a bat¬ 
tle of words - it really is - and I 
would very much like you to think 
about that, because we'll get hook¬ 
ed up on some principle about; ah, 
whether Article 73 of the Charter 
applies or not..." 


Mr. Ellicott: "If you go off on this 
path of seeking some acceptance of 
a principle, you 'll get the place so 
twisted up, in my view, with philo¬ 
sophical and emotional attitudes 
that it will not unite Norfolk Island, 
it will divide it further. I believe 
there is enough division in the place 
already. M 

mm 

Mr. Ellicott: "What is proposed 
here, and what is being proposed 
in the press... will have the effect 
of putting off the day when this 
Island sets off on the track of self- 
government for many, many years." 

Mr. Ellicott: "I've completely dis¬ 


agreed to what you’ve put to me. 

So be it. I'm working within my 

brief." } . 

: 1 

Mr. Ellicott: "I thought I should 
say, before we adjourn, and remind 
you of what the Government's pol¬ 
icy is, because it's no good us beat¬ 
ing our heads against a brick wall." 
mm 

Mr. Ellicott: "I'm going back to 
Australia. I'm going to listen, be¬ 
fore I go back, to what you say 
and what people say to me, and 
I'm going to recommend to the 
Government that the Bill go into 
theuBouse of. Representatives as 
soon as it's practicable to do so af¬ 
ter due consideration has been gi¬ 
ven, and pass through the Parlia¬ 
ment, and then to present this 
Island with a form of self-govern¬ 
ment. " 


PITCAIRNERS? THEIR HOME IS ON 
PITCAIRN, THE ADMINISTRATOR SAYS 


NORFOLK'S AUSTRALIAN Adminis¬ 
trator has claimed in a national 
television programme broadcast by 
the Australian Broadcasting Com¬ 
mission that Pitcairn Island - ra¬ 
ther than Norfolk - is the home of 
the Pitcairners. 

Interviewed in a major docu¬ 
mentary report on Norfolk for 
the ABC's "Nationwide" programme, 
Mr. O'Leary said "Norfolk Island¬ 
ers include those people who came 
from Pitcairn Island in 1856, and 
who are descendants from those 
people. 

"Norfolk Islanders are also people 
who have come from Australia, 

New Zealand, United Kingdom 
and elsewhere. 

"So 1 see Norfolk Island as the 
home of those people. 

"I would suggest to you that Pit¬ 
cairn Island is the home of the Pit¬ 
cairners, " he said. 


The Nationwide" documentary 
crew was permitted to film part 
of a meeting of the Society of 
Descendants of the Pitcairn Set¬ 
tlers, and interviewed Society 
President Ken Nobbs at length. 

The documentary also includes 
comments from President of Com¬ 
mittees Bill Blucher, Carol Adams, 
the editor of The News and the 
editor of the Norfolk Islander, 

Beryl Palmer and others. 

The ABC report says "Since 
Australia assumed responsibility 
for the Island in 1914, there has 
been simmering discontent on both 
sides. But to a neutral observer, 
it does appear as though Australia 
is not only playing the role of the 
paternalistic 'big brother', but 
what can only be described as the 
outdated role of a colonial power." 

There seems little doubt that 
Australia is in breach of its obli¬ 


gations under the United Nations 
General Assembly resolutions," 
the ABC says. 

Norfolk's inability to send repre¬ 
sentatives to the South Pacific 
Conference - despite its clear 
right to do so - is highlighted by 
the documentary. "One can only 
speculate about the reasons, " says 
"Nationwide", ?,but the likely an¬ 
swers don't flatter Canberra." 



Trim excess fat from pork chops,! 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour before serving the 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
add any one of the following: 

Vz cup canned mushrooms in 
butter 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
Vz cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

1 cup canned tomatoes 
seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT - 




THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - fbr our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Tw elve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaur%pts. 



HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "Mis ter Christ! an* 
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Letters to the editor 


A tribute 

Sir. 

May 1 pay tribute to the late Joe 
Jenkins* He was so very typical of 
Norfolk’s gentlemen - one who can 
never be replaced and one who will 
be sadly missed for many long years. 

If only he could have seen the 
beautiful floral tributes, and the 
many, many friends who paid their 
last respects at the church and graven 
side: 

He would have been so happy 
in the knowledge that we understood 
and loved and respected him. 

ELVA 


Sold dowi the ri ver 

Sir. 

1 would like to clear up what I 
feel was a misunderstanding of a 
remark 1 made at the.Pitcairn So¬ 
ciety's meeting in Rawson Hall on 
7th February. 

1 did not say. and certainly did 
not mean to imply, that our Coun¬ 
cil had ’sold us down the river'. 

My remark was meant for die per¬ 


son. or persons^ responsible for the 
terms of the new Norfolk Island 
Bill as he. or they, knew without 
any doubt that those terms would 
not be acceptable to either Council 
or the people of Norfolk Island. 

MARIAN UNDERWOOD 


Dwight Allen's court 

Sir. 

Re Dwight Allen. He won the ten¬ 
der in 1896 for the internal re-con¬ 
figuration of the Court House - 
£84.18.6. 

It would be a pity If this were 
ever to be destroyed. 

R«N. DALKIN 

(Note: Dwight Allen was recalled 
in Ray Hall's reminiscences, print¬ 
ed In "Norfolk Living" last month. 
Mr. Allen was an American whaler 
who settled on the Island 100 years 
ago. 

Bob Dalkin is a former Administra¬ 
tor of Norfolk, and a leading author¬ 
ity on the Island’s history. 

When the restoration work on die 
Old Military Barracks is completed. 


it is planned to move Norfolk's 
elected representative body there, 
along with the Norfolk courts. The 
New Military Barracks, where the 
Courtroom built by Mr. Allen is 
located, is to be fully taken over 
by Administration offices.) 


Italian correspondent 

Sir. 

First of all. excuse me for dis¬ 
turbing you and for my poor English. 

I am an Italian student. For a 
long time I have desired to corres¬ 
pond with some friends on Norfolk 
Island. 

1 hope you can help me because 
if you publish my name in your 
magazine certainly I will receive 
some letters and all will be wel¬ 
come. 

Please excuse me again sir but 
I sent this letter with sincere friend¬ 
ship and 1 am sure you help my de¬ 
sire for pen pals. 

I like friendly correspondence, 
stamps, cards, exchanging etc. 

I am grateful. 

Thank you in advance and please 
accept from Italy Best Greedngs. 

ANTONIO GUALTIERI 
VIA V. E. ORLANDO 115 
CATANIA - ITALY 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


COLOAy 


STEAK 

DINNER 

$2.30 



TAKEAWAYS 

FROM 

35* 



Wy restaui 

OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK - MID-DAY MEALS FROM $2 


Taylors Road opposite Rawson Hall 

B.Y.0' - No Corkage Charge . Paul Reidy, Proprietor 


The NORFOLK. ISLAND NEWS / March-April 1979 


12 














‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the llttto cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

$f<4€4Mi4t 

<**■ 

Come taste nice free samples 


HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map • open & closing times 




Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish V Vy 

Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 

Norfork Isli^p^ddiitS ;> * 

It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Tty these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restauran 

New Cascade£oad 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 










































































Wedgwood 



CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 

‘ 5 - 

The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND-RUBY-SAPPHIRE-EMERALD RINGS 


ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 

5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple* pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly* , and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
“work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work-. 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and* later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some aupplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data naeded by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring die his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in die Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vilL- 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 





building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the othef Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island’s roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island’s form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk, In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port 4 ? resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad- 
'ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later v/as ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O’Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint, he is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home,, Government house. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet, 

5: THE FUTURE 

In view of the Whitlam govern¬ 
ment's decision that Norfolk’s form 
of administration was "outmoded 
and inappropriate" the Common¬ 
wealth arranged for a Royal Com¬ 
mission to be set up in 1975. Its 
purpose was to advise on Norfolk's 
constitutional relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia, and what the Island's future 
form of government might be. 

Most Norfolk witnesses said they 
thought the Island was faring rea¬ 
sonably well, and wanted only 
democratic government. The Nim- 
mo Report - the Report of the Roy¬ 
al Commission - was disdainful of 
the Island and said it should be 
tacked onto the Canberra elector¬ 
ate and made part of the Austral¬ 
ian governmental system. No 
referendum should be allowed on 
this, said the Report - the people 
of Norfolk were too confused to 


appreciate the issues involved. 

The Island reacted with aston¬ 
ishment and anger. The Norfolk 
Council presented a detailed and 
closely-reasoned reply to Judge 
Nimmo's 74 recommendations. 

The Commonwealth ignored the 
Island’s views, and ridiculed 
"solemn declarations” signed by 
about two-thirds of the electors 
saying that they wanted Norfolk 
to have its own laws, benefits and 
taxes rather than being integrated 
into the Commonwealth. 

Council’s appeal to the U.N, made 
it clear that Norfolk simply would not 
wear the Nimmo recommendations. 

In Dec., 1977, a new Minister - 
R.J. Ellicott, Minister for Home 
Affairs - took responsibility for 
the Island. So far as Norfolk 
was concerned he was welcomed 
as a saviour, because in 1975, as 
a private Queen's Counsel, he 
had collaborated in a carefully- 
researched legal opinion which 
said that Norfolk was separate and 
distinct from Australia, and that 
Australia had an obligation to ad¬ 
minister Norfolk solely for the bene¬ 
fit of the territory and its inhabi- , 
tants. 

As Minister in charge, Mr. Elli¬ 
cott suddenly announced a radical¬ 
ly different view. ‘This is Austral¬ 
ia, ” he told people on Norfolk. 

"You are Australians. ” 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 - 
the Commonwealth’s alternative 
to the Nimmo Report - was tabled 
in the Australian Parliament in No¬ 
vember, 1978. The Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil had had several meetings with 
Mr. Ellicott about its form, but 
once the Bill was made public the 
people of Norfolk saw that it would 
let them govern little more than 
"roads, drains and noxious weeds", 
and objected to it. 

On February 7th, 1979, the Council 
voted 8-0 that the Bill was not accept¬ 
able because it did not grant a large 
enough measure of self-government, 
and invited more talks with Mr. Ellicott. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 





the super world receiver with digital 
frequency information for all fields! 


- CAMERALINES 

GRUNDIG Satellit® 3000 


Already the name Satellit is synonymous with a 
top class world receiver of the highest precision 
with an excellent power. However, this was not 
enough for our engineers. Their world-wide 
reputation spurred them on. The result: Satel¬ 
lit 3000. A fine example of the most modem total 
concept. With the most sophisticated features 
and ease of operation in both the AM and FM 
section. 

Wave band coverage, band spreading, Double 
Super principle, image rejection and power 
supplies of the Satellit 3000 correspond to those 
of the Satellit 2100. 


In addition the Satellit 3000 has 
more: 

Digital frequency display for all wave bands. The 
7 segment light diode display (LED) allows you 
to tune precisely using frequency tables, and to 
read off the reception frequency directly In MHz. 
On all wave bandsl Accuracy: FM ± 10 kHz, AM 
± 1 kHz. 

Moreover, an important aid In re-locating a 
particular transmitter in the SW search. The 
digital display (5 segments) is equipped with 
quartz oscillator and ICs for frequency count. 
Field strength meter for all wavebands. 


you can 
depend on it 


it's from 
Camemtipes. 






















AGFA-GEVAERT 


SUN 


■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml- 4 .30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


The 


Norfolk Island 


MON 


1 $ March “| 0 


■ Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 

20 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 


WED 

21 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) . 

■Open night (Nik) 

Film (MRT8pm) 


■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.80) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds& LC) 
I Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
C'dant's Din (G) 


■Museum open (Ml^4.30) 
■Film (Pds) ' 

■Open night (Nik), 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 


1 April 

■Chtftch services 
■Museum open (Ml -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


2 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds& LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 


■Museum open (M l-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 
■Norfolk Island 
Council meets 
(A-2pm) 


8 


■Church services 
■Museum Open (Ml-4.30) 
■FUm (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


io 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


* NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE* * 


March lOth* 1790; The Sirius, which had arrived 
at Norfolk-six days earlier with a cargo of 271 con¬ 
vict*. »nd marines for the prison settlement, went 

• onto die reef off Kingston. One of her anchors is in 
Macquarie .Place, Sydney. Another Is normaUy on 
display here; but is away for protective treatment. 
Match 30. 1914: By Order -in-Council, King George 
V placed Norfolk Island "under the authority of" the 
Commonwealth • but* did not either cede or annex 


11 


■Museum open(Ml-4. 30 ) 
IFilm (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

IFilm (MRT8pm) 


it to Australia. For the previous 18 years, following 
the loss of self-government, the Island had been ad¬ 
ministered by New South Wales. 

April 7th, I960: The Norfolk Island Act 1957 came 
into effect, legally - but Norfolk Councillors re¬ 
fused to implement it because they believed it 
would make land taxes necessary. It was replaced 
by a different Act three years later. 




a great name in photography 








FRI 



■Housie (RSL8pm) 
•Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


THUR 

22 

■Housie (LC) 
■Stn'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■ Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8,00) 

■ Rotary (NJk6.30) 
•Film (MRT8.00) 


30 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



SAT 

24 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


WIND ROSf 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what pr>- 
centige of the time there 
is no wind. ^ 

N 



LOCATIONS 


5 

■Housie* (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


6 

•Housie (RSL8pm) 
•Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


7 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


12 13 14 



•Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
•Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


.■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


•SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


A -'Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicenteniaxcii Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison RestVt 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KQ -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV. -Valley View Resi r't 
TC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 

.V 





















-CAMERALINES- 

Now a 38mm that dates 

your pictures automatically. 


Now a 35mm lightweight camera that not 
only gives you a handy pop-up flash, but it 
puts the date on the picture too. The Hi-matic 
SD is easy to use because it’s fully automatic 
and so compact you can take it anywhere 
day or night. The Hi-matic SD with 
MEMODATE has a full information viewfinder 
that puts the easy to follow information you 
need for great photos, right before your eye. 
And the sharp Rokkor 38mm f/2.7 lens 
helps to give you great pictures everytime. 
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you cart 
depend on it 


itls from 
Cxxmera&r\es. 

















PATON PLACE 
may be out of town, but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must' 1 . 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc, from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottQn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am -9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N,I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10*12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 
A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Bumt Pine offio 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat# 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island kiotors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at die western edge .of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8. 30am-5, 30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
*4>ART OF THE 
ENJOYA BLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 





A LA CARTE 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
„YOUR EVENING 
"ABOARD ThE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. 


TELEPHONE 2 01 9 

























NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00. 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00, 12.00, 1.05 


MONDAY 

3.15 What Ho Jeeves 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 60 Light Music from 

Netherlands 
12.05 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

7.05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Many a Slip 
9.00 Feature Album 
TUESDAY 

9.15 travels with Aunt 
10.05 Music from show* 

and films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 
1.30'Methodist programme 
2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 


4.30 Trukking Time 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour 
10. 00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Many a Slip 

10. 05 Down memory lane 
.10.45 Morning serial 
, 11.15 Book reviews 
-1". 30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N« I # Council meeting 

4.30 Juliette 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
(comedy, drama and 
book reviews) 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Medical File 

10. 05 Unnatural Death 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Exciting Lives 


11. 30 Requests 
12.05 World affairs 

1. 30 SDA Programme 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.30.R‘on Glum 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 
Jamboree 

7. 00 (dn day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7. 05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

15 I’m Sorry I’ll Read 
That Again 
10.05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10.00 Story of Rock 

12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. of E. Programme 
2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Katrina 

7.00 Fine Music all around 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 

10.45 Top-of Pops 

11.30 Step toe & Son 
12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

7.05 Brothers-in-Law 
8.00 Address Unknown 
8.46 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

SUNDAY • 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7. 00 Sunday Radio: 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 

ties" have always said the Pitcairners* 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94 . 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



Hotel 


Cocktail 
Bar and. 






^ V 



me 


YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
•FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


' rfow * LbVELY DINING ROOM 
VjJ£v* EXTENSIVE a LA CARTE MENU 

mice 

■•^■■VSOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BPOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 













































BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys*' 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

m 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - IPs hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

Prentice’s: "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price; $2 - $230." 


Prouds? "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under J mainland price." 

■ 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "The Rollel automatic 
SLft, moder35ME g complete with 
a 35mm wide-angle lens, 135mm 
telephoto lens, a gadget bag and 
electronic flash - a superb com¬ 
plete outfit for only $459. " 


The Trading Post: "We’re the only 
place on the island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978' 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978. THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S “SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE- 
LAT10NSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SEIF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY*. COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50$. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 
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PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY. 
GIFT WRAPPINGS- - 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 
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NORFOLK ISLAND 
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COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


i VS A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop latent the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS; Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOS PITA LAND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 

(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

™ e TRA>IHC mi$t 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm 


SUNDAY 
OPEN 9a ro 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .^ggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries'and ' He 2t-n-serve' items r 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties...mainland newspapers. *vtinopener$.. .candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con-* i( 
diments. ♦. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, ;] 
when Norfolk has them. ..needles and cottori, and almost anything else you've forgotten* every day of the week, early & late.r 








Norfolk Island: Australia’s time bomb in the Pacific? 

By RICHARD ALSTON 

PRESIDENT, UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION of AUSTRALIA, and CHAIRMAN, AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL for OVERSEAS AID 


Australia's recent attempts to 
strengthen its control over Norfolk 
Island are meeting with a spirit of 
defiance that is truly worthy of the 
descendants of the Bounty mutineers. 

At a meeting on February 7 the 
Island's eight man Council unani¬ 
mously rejected the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 by which the Australian 
Government plans to tighten the 
constitutional bonds with its South 
Pacific territory 1400 kilometres 
away. 

The Council is demanding not 
only that the Government scrap or 
revise substantial sections of the 
Bill, but that it provide a Queen's 
Counsel for the islanders to help 
them in their negotiations with the 
Australian Government. 

The Minister for Home Affairs 
Mr. Ellicott, who tabled the Bill 
last November, will now return to 
Norfolk Island in March for further 
discussions. 

Having been promised a substan¬ 
tial measure of self-government 
die islanders now feel betrayed and 
if die government refuses to water 
down the Bill they are threatening 
to take a range of counter measures. 
Including an^approach to the United 
Nadons Decolonisation Committee 
and enlising support from sympathet¬ 
ic South Pacific governments. 

On the surface Norfolk Island is 
an unlikely place for political con¬ 
flict. The lack of television, 
traffic jams (cattle have right of 
way over cars) and income tax mark 
it as a haven of peace in a troubled 
world. There is no industry and like 
a South Pacific Lichtenstein, die 
Island's revenue comes mainly from 
tourism and postage stamps. 

To the islanders, the Norfolk Island 
Bill is a serpent in paradise, threat¬ 
ening to disrupt the distinctive way 
of life they have enjoyed for the past 
123 years. 

The Island's social and constitution¬ 
al history 1$ fascinating. When Cook 
discovered it in 1774 it was deserted. 

In 1788 it became the second British 
settlement in the Pacific, serving as 
a penal colony until 1813 when all 
the settlers and convicts were trans¬ 
ferred to New Norfolk in Tasmania. 
Reopened as a penal settlement in 
1825, it soon acquired an infamous 
reputadon for the brutal^treatment 
of convicts and in 1856 it was closed 
down again, this time for good : Nor¬ 
folk was offered to the Pitcairn Island¬ 


ers and the day of their arrival, June 
8, is now commemorated as Bounty 
Day. 

The British Government ruled the 
Island as a Crown Colony until 1914 
when the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment took over its administradon as 
an "external territory". Since then 
many other small South Pacific 
islands have progressed from colony 
status to independence, but Austral¬ 
ia has clung tenaciously to Norfolk. 

The latest sequence of events lead¬ 
ing up to the tabling of the Norfolk 
Island Bill 1978 began in 1975 when 
the Whitlam government established 
a Royal Commission under Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Nimmo to report on the future 
status of the Island and its most ap¬ 
propriate consdtudonal relationship 
with Australia. 

When the report came out, island¬ 
ers were angered by the Royal Com¬ 
missioner's slighting references to 
the inbreeding of their apcestors. 
Neither did they see any virtue in 
his consdtudonal proposals : ac¬ 
cording to the Judge, Australia 
should either abandon Norfolk Island 
altogether or absorb it into metro¬ 
politan Australia, attach its people 
to an A.C.T. electorate, tax them, 
and give them some autonomy 
through a modified form of munici¬ 
pal government. 

integration 

While it was quickly discerned 
that there would be some benefits 
(such as access to Australian social 
welfare benefits) the great majority 
of the 1600 permanent residents of 
the Island simply did not want to be 
integrated into Australian Society. 

Nothing further was done about 
Norfolk Island until May 8 last year 
when Mr. Ellicott announced that 
the government would not accept 
the principal recommendadons of 
the Nimmo Report, but would instead 
move towards a substantial measure 
of self-government for Norfolk. 

The islanders were jubilant and 
anxious to co-operate with the Minis¬ 
ter in working out a new consdtudon¬ 
al formula : between May and Octo¬ 
ber a series of meetings was held be¬ 
tween Mr. Ellicott and the .Island's 
elected eight man Advisory Coun¬ 
cil, the Minister insisting on closed 
sessions so that "delicate and sensi¬ 
tive matters" could be discussed as 


frankly as possible, but in reality 
depriving die Council of access to 
independent legal and polidcal ad¬ 
vice. 

Whilst this may have seemed rea¬ 
sonable at the time, die residents 
have since been making their pro¬ 
tests known and the Councillors now 
feel confidendality was a stratagem 
which allowed Mr. Ellicott to'make 
all the running without being ham¬ 
pered by unfavourable public opin¬ 
ion. 

The Norfolk Island Bill provides 
for a Westminster-style government, 
with an Administrator, an Executive 
Council and an elected Legisletive 
Assembly : as every member of the 
Assembly can be a member of the 
Council, the need for the Council 
to further regulate the affairs of 
some 900 voters is open to question. 
In any case, all real power and 
authority will rest in Canberra as 
some of the legislation’s salient fea¬ 
tures make clear: 

■While the Assembly will have 
the authority to legislate on a broad 
range of local government matters, 
its other very limited powers will be 
subject to the veto of the Adminis¬ 
trator. 

■ All other legisladve powers will 
remain with the Australian Govern¬ 
ment and there is no commitment 
to a progressive transfer of author¬ 
ity let alone a dmetable for "the 
substantial measure of self-govern¬ 
ment" of which Mr. Ellicott has 
spoken. 

■AH legislation concerning the 
Island can be disallowed by the 
Australian Governor-General with¬ 
in six months and the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment will retain the authority 
to alter or repeal the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Act at any time. 

The net result is that by a com* 
plex of legal entanglements the 
Island is as far from self-govern¬ 
ment as ever and the door remains 
open for its full incorporation into 
the political, economic and social 
structure of die Australian main¬ 
land. 

Does this matter? After all, the 
Hig£ Court decided in 1976 that the 
Australian Government had absol- , 
ute powers to make laws with re¬ 
spect to territories of die Common¬ 
wealth and the government argues 
that it should be trusted to continue 
its essentially benign rule of 4 snn/1 
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island. 

Such an approach no longer holds 
much water.. For better or for worse, 
in terms of political stability, since 
the Second World War United Na¬ 
tions membership has trebled as 
more than one hundred countries 
have emerged from the colonial 
yoke. Recent arrivals include Nauru 
(1968), Niue (1974) and Tuvalu (1978), 
each with a population of less than 
8 , 000 . 

Although Norfolk's economy is 
somewhat lopsided, the Island large¬ 
ly pays its own way. Political and 
social cohesion are high and die 
islanders find it irksome to be sub¬ 
jected in almost every area to die 
authority of the Administrator - 
currently a former senior ASIO of¬ 
ficial with a penchant for guided 
democracy. 

Administrator 

Mr. Ellicott's Bill has done noth¬ 
ing to diminish the Administrator’s 
all-embracing powers. He can order 
any visitor from the Island at a mo¬ 
ment's notice and is proud of his 
achievement in keeping "undesir¬ 
ables" away. Adult wages for cas¬ 
ual workers in the tourist industry 
fall as low as $50 for a 50 hour week, 
but any attempt to organise them 
would probably result in their being 
dismissed and'subsequently ordered 
from the Island in accordance with 
the Administrator's unique method 
of solving unemployment problems. 

The Administrator's opinion that 
the proposed legislation will reduce 
him to a role similar to that of an 
Australian State Governor is not 
borne out by an analysis of the 
measure proposed. 

He will remain deeply involved 
in all decisions of the Executive 
Council; he will have the sole right 
to convene and preside at all meet¬ 
ings and he will have the power to 
fire any Councillor if in his opin¬ 
ion there are "exceptional circum¬ 
stances" for doing so. In other 
words, the Island's small bureau¬ 
cracy will remain in his hands. 

Perhaps what concerns the island¬ 
ers most of all is the Australian 
Government's dogged insistence 
that Australia has no international 
obligations with respect to Norfolk 
Island and is free to dispense what¬ 
ever form of government it consi¬ 
ders appropriate. 

As a party to the UN Charter 
and a founding member of its De¬ 
colonization Committee, Austral¬ 
ia acknowledges that "all people 


have the right to self-determina¬ 
tion" and that immediate steps 
should be taken in non-self-gov¬ 
erning territories to transfer pow¬ 
ers to the people of those territor¬ 
ies in accordance with their wish¬ 
es. However, Australia has stout¬ 
ly maintained that Norfolk Island 
is not a territory under the UN um¬ 
brella, for the rather specious rea¬ 
son that no other nation has yet 
suggested that it is. 

When Australia signed the UN 
Charter in 1945 it agreed to regu¬ 
larly transmit information on over¬ 
seas territories considered to be 
non-self-governing. The govern¬ 
ment of the day nominated die 
Cocos Island and Papua but exclu¬ 
ded Norfolk Island. In 1960 the 
General Assembly laid down cer¬ 
tain principles to guide members 
in determining whether an obliga¬ 
tion existed to transmit informa¬ 
tion : the most important of these 
provided that there was a prima 
facie obligation in respect of a 
territory which is geographically 
separate and ethnically and/or 
culturally distinct from the coun¬ 
try administering it. 

crucial 

As the nearest part of the Aust¬ 
ralian mainland is about 1400 kilo¬ 
metres away it follows that if Nor¬ 
folk Islanders are ethnically or cul¬ 
turally different then the Austral¬ 
ian Government is in breach of its 
international obligations. 

At this point the ethnic compo¬ 
sition of Norfolk Island becomes 
of crucial importance. About 407c 
of the population are of Pitcairn 
descent, speaking their own language - 
a quaint mixture of West Country 
English and Tahitian; of the rest, 
about 237c are Australian, a further 
237c from New Zealand and 97? Bri¬ 
tish. 

Norfolk customs and the islanders' 
strong sense of community reflect 
their Polynesian background : they 
have their own hymns; gifts of fruit, 
vegetables and fish are often left 
anonymously at front doors, parti¬ 
cularly at those of the sick; all 
graves are dug by volunteers; and 
cattle and horses are free to graze 
on common land. 

In the light of these engaging and 
undeniably distinctive characteristics 
it is understandable that the islanders 
should consider that they have an in¬ 
ternational right to self-determina¬ 
tion. The preferred relationship 
with Australia would be a form of 
autonomy which would only allow 


the Australian government exclusive 
powers over foreign affairs and de¬ 
fence. 

The Australian government has 
So far resisted all suggestions that 
a referendum should be held to ap¬ 
prove die new arrangements and it 
has continued to deny the Island the 
right to take the seat set aside for 
it by the South Pacific Conference. 

Why Australia should be so anxious 
to tighten the bond with Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is a source of puzzlement. Rea¬ 
sons abound, but which one carries 
the most weight? The Island is an 
important base for the collection 
of meteorological information; its 
annual contribution of some $3m 
foreign exchange earnings is most 
welcome; and one day it could be 
a valuable defence outpost. More 
recently however the government 
has claimed exclusive rights over 
all natural resources within a 320 
kilometre radius of Norfolk and 
while nothing has been said of* 
flcially about the possibility of oil 
and gas being found, a comprehen¬ 
sive economic survey being pre¬ 
pared by the Vice-Chancellor of 
New England University, Professor 
Gates, may shed more light on the 
importance of Norfolk as a source 
of energy. This report is expected 
to be released shortly. 

Current feeling on the Island can 
be gauged from a public meeting 
held on January 16 which unanimous¬ 
ly rejected the Norfolk Island Bill 
1978 in its present form on the 
grounds that; 

(a) it does nothing to guarantee 
any implementation of the people's 
just desire for self-determination 

(b) it continues the status of Nor¬ 
folk Island as a non-self-governing 
territory of Australia 

(c) it provides for a type of cabi¬ 
net government which is not consist¬ 
ent with open government and in¬ 
compatible with the idea of demo¬ 
cracy 

(d) it continues the form of gov¬ 
ernment of Norfolk Island as advi¬ 
sory only with real power in the 
hands of the Australian government, 
its officials and representatives. 

The decision to reject the Bill 
is a considerable set-back for Mr. 
Ellicott, who had been hoping 
that the Council would rubber- 
stamp the Australian proposals. 

He is now faced with the daunting 
task of working out a program for 
a real transfer of power to the Isl¬ 
and. This may be personally em¬ 
barrassing, but it now seems a 
necessary first step if further con¬ 
flict and antagonism are to be 
avoided. 
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"A MAGNIFICENT ONGOING SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR THE ISLAND..." 


How Norfolk might issue its own coinage 

By Ken Cochrane 


THE HOBBY of coin collecting u 
very diverse and complicated, prob¬ 
ably even more so than the phila¬ 
telic market. 

Basically there ate two collect¬ 
ibles; 

- regulation issue coinage, which 
ranges from eatly Roman and Greek 
coins to modern issues, and 

- non-circulating legal tender 
coinage, called throughout the in¬ 
dustry "N. C. L. T." Issues. There 
hat (wen an enormous upsurge of 
collector Interest In N. C. L. T. issues 
over the last 10 years and thlt is die 
reason most Govemments'now have 

a numismatic section attached to 
their mints or treasuries. 

The tale of N.C.L.T. coins to 
collectors It now a very significant 
part of revenue for small economies. 
With the notable exception at Can¬ 
ada and South Africa, developed 
economies are not very active in 
the numlimatlc market. Probably 
this it because die revenue from 
their numismatic sections would be 
a very insignificant part of their 
gross national product. 

sold at a prarin 

Basically a N.C.L.T. coin is 
one where the intrinsic value it - 
higher than die face value, for ex¬ 
ample, In proof striking, where 
specially polished dies are used; or 
where regulation lame coinage has 
been struck in exotic meult such 
as sterling silver, gold or platinum. 

In all modem coin Issuing authorit¬ 
ies, a small percentage at the an¬ 
nual regular coinage production is 
struck in proof, N.C.L.T., eondi- 
don la sale to collectors at a sub¬ 
stantial premium over face value. 

This is quite distinct from regu¬ 
lation issue coinage which is col¬ 
lected in several conditions of qual¬ 
ity, depending on period in circu¬ 
lation, ranging from poor to Bril¬ 
liant Uncirculated known as BU, 
which is at the coin comes from 
the mint. Coins In B(J quality are 
undetttanduhly the most sought 
tftar by collectors. Coin issuing 
authorities in recent years have 
marketed a percentage of the an¬ 
nual regulation issue coinage ser¬ 
ies mounted in folders, or cased 
and with the mint insignia and Na- 


NCLT issues are readily accept¬ 
able provided there is an identical 
regulation series issue. Where an 
issuing authority Is very small, utili¬ 
zes the currency of a mother coun¬ 
try, and does not have banking an tori'- 
omy or the right to e x ercise exchange 
control, coinage issues ate very 
small and designed not to affect the 
pre-existing system. These issues 
are usually about ftOflc NCLT and 
60£ regulation coinage Issue. The 
regulation coinage is very often 
packaged la series as previously 
described and does not in fact en¬ 
joy genuine circulation. In a case 
where there is a lot of passing traf¬ 
fic or tourism these coins ate sold 
in addition to the numismatic mar¬ 
ket, as very real souvenir Items. 

With small issues of this type, 
where exchange syeements would 
not be entered into, the Govern¬ 
ment or Administration of the issu¬ 
ing authority would guarantee to 
redeem the coinage ut par in the 
pre-existing circulating currency. 

This guarantee is, U.practice, 
never exercised. 

getting into coinage 

To explain how the world an- 
mlunatic marfcet operate!, consi¬ 
der at an example a snail author¬ 
ity wishing to Isnte coins for coven- 
u«-raising but not having mnch 
idea how to go about it. 

The obvious first step is to con¬ 
tact a mint. This should be done 
with care. Some private, mints 
have very sharp marketing prac¬ 
tices. Many government mints are 
not renowned for quality and have 
e poor or non-existent marketing 
division. 

A perfect stuetien for the mint 
it where an agreement is secured 
with the intending Issuing author¬ 
ity whereby a minimal royalty it 
paid to the issuer for each coin 
struck and the mint has a monopoly 
over marketing and virtually free 
rein over the nature of mintages. 

A perfect situation for the intend¬ 
ing issuers is where the minting It 
handled by a Government mint with 
all costs borne by die mint, either 
as economic aid (in die case of a 
foreign mint) or at fatherly love 
(in the ease of an Administering 


tlonal emblem Inscribed on the 
folder or case. These sets are al¬ 
so sold to collectors at a premium 
price. 

Because of the present booming 
numismatic market some coin is¬ 
suing authorities have gone over¬ 
board with NCLT issues. This situ¬ 
ation has got to the stage where s 
coin is often Issued only In NCLT 


nsoogr 



THE AUSTRALIAN TERRITORY 
OF COCOS-KEELING ISLANDS 
HAD ITS OWN COINS FOR DEC- 
ADES. THEIR "PLASTIC TOK¬ 
ENS* WERE NOT A JOKE. THE 
ONE AT THE TOP IS WORTH 
$160 TODAY, IN VERY FINE 
CONDITION. 


proof condition, or of a denomina¬ 
tion and metal content totally un- 
sulted to circulation. A good ex¬ 
ample it the annual production of 
a Bahamas 12,800 gold piece. 

There Is now extreme buyer resist¬ 
ance to all forms of purely NCLT 
issues. A side effect of this is that 
the modem medalhc market hat 
been badly depressed. - Sharp prac¬ 
tices-by mints and lndtvidaals, and 
the short tlghtedbess or lytorance of 
issuing authorities, have helped bring 
this situation about. 

The numimtatic market is still 
very buoyant bet collectors are now 
much more discerning than they were 
a few years ago. Many ill-advised 
recent numimtatic issues have not 
been successful, usually because of 
NCLT abuses. Basically, collectors 
now insist on a quality product and 
a history of responsibility by the 
mint and issuing authority. 
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power), with the quality of the mint¬ 
age being of high art form, and the 
intending issuer having the capac¬ 
ity and knowledge to handle its own 
marketing. 

I would like to reinforce factors 
which determine the value and mar¬ 
ket acceptance of a modern numis¬ 
matic coin issue. 

1. Regulation coin issue with an 
NCLT component not larger than 
507c of issue. 

2. Size of the mintage - smaller 
the better. 

3* Quality of the product. 

4. Past record of responsibility by 
issuing authority and mint. 

5. Historical interest in and ethnic 
background of issuing authority. 

6. Inbuilt demand such as tourist 
industry and proximity and familiar¬ 
ity to a large collector nation. 

Consider the following tiny scraps 
of land in the world which are com¬ 
parable to Norfolk in that they are 
territories, colonies, dependencies, 
etc.; 

Anguilla, Tuvalu, Dominica, 
Antigua, Tristan de Cunha, Falkland 
Is., Norfolk Island, Barbuda, Br. Vir¬ 
gin Is., Gibraltar, Pitcairn Island, 
Belize, Brunei, Gilbert Is., St. Hel¬ 
ena, Ascension, Cayman Is., Niue, 
St. Kitts, Bermuda, Channel Is., 



TUVALU WAS PERMITTED TO 
ISSUE ITS OWN COINS WHILE 
IT WAS STILL A BRITISH COL¬ 
ONY. 



PAPUA NEW GUINEA HAD A 
WIDE RANGE OF COINS WHILE 
IT WAS STILL A TERRITORY 
OF AUSTRALIA. 


Isle of Man, Nevis, Turks, Cocos 
Keeling Is., Montserrat, St. Lucia, 
Caicos, Cook Is. , St. Vincent, Tok¬ 
elau Is. 

All the above except Pitcairn, 

Niue and Norfolk Island havd issued 
their own coinage. The Gilbert 
Islands will be issuing early this year. 
In none of these places is a coin issue 
justified on an economic size basis. 
Norfolk would probably rank higher 
in collector interest than most of 
these territories. 

There has been a thought express¬ 
ed that a single commemorative is¬ 
sue would best benefit the Island. 

This type of issue would not be well 
received by collectors in today's 
market, and an NCLT edition could 
definitely not be recommended. A 
commemorative coin would be of 
interest to Islanders and tourists, but 
revenue potential from this source 
would be very limited, as this would 
be a one-only and once-only issue. 

The revenue from a series would 
be many multiples of that gained 
from a single commemorative issue. 
Also the series, if marketed with re¬ 
sponsibility and restraint, would be 
a magnificent ongoing source of 
revenue for the Island. 

I should mention that at no time 
should there be any intention to re¬ 
place Australian coinage, nor should 
there be any intent to create our own 
monetary system. 



f —i 
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NORFOLK’S OWN COMMUNITY HELP PLAN 
SEES EVERY RESIDENT AS AN'INDIVIDUAL 


A UNIQUE social services system, 
designed specifically to meet Nor¬ 
folk's real needs without undermin¬ 
ing the Island's strong traditions of 
family and neighbourly help, has 
been drafted by Council's Social 
and Welfare Committee and re¬ 
leased for public discussion. 

Copies of the seven-page outline 
are available on request at Kings¬ 
ton. 

The draft programme is a power¬ 
ful demonstration of the fact that 
Council understands Norfolk far 
better than even the most eminent 
Canberra experts can. 

Australia's only positive plan for 
future social servfee benefits on the 
Island has been the sweeping recom¬ 
mendation, contained in the Nimmo 
Report, that the entire mainland bene¬ 
fits system should be extended to co¬ 
ver the Island. 

That recommendation has met 
deep opposition on the Island from 
Council and from residents who saw 
it as seriously damaging to Norfolk's 
traditional way of life. 

The Discussion Paper" tabled by 
the Social amL-Welfare Committee's 
secretary. Councillor Bryan Nunn, 
proposes that 

• Island pensions should not be 
available to anyone who has not 
lived on Norfolk for 15 years of his 
or her life. 

• Pensions should not be "portable" 
if the recipient moves away. 

•Pensions and other benefits will 
be paid only where they are actually 
needed, as determined by a three- 
person Social Services Board, using 
an annual means test and other in¬ 
formation. 

• Invalid pensions would cover any¬ 
one in need who was unable to work 
at an age over 16. 

• Age pensions would start at age 
60 fear women, 65 for men. 

• Widow's pensions, supporting 
mother's benefits, double orphans 
benefits and handicapped children 
benefits would be available if need¬ 
ed. 

•The amount of pension or bene¬ 
fit will vary from one person to an¬ 
other, depending on need. 

•Special assistance will be avail¬ 
able in individual cases - in addi¬ 
tion ta pensions if necestery. 

•Local hospital and medical costs 
would be reduced or eliminated for 
anyone receiving a pension, depend¬ 
ing on die person's total income. 

•There will be close co-ordina¬ 
tion with existing community groups ' 


to preserve and strengthen the Island's 
well-established, "informal" social 
services systems. 

The Social Services Board would 
be a separate statutory body. One 
member would be appointed by the 
Norfolk Island Assembly, one by 
Australia (so long as Australia has 
a share of the responsibility), and 
one from the public. 

The Board would maintain a list 
of all residents who might be elig¬ 
ible for benefits of any kind. By 
continuous reviewing of the list, 
acting on personal knowledge of 
each individual, the Board would 
look for persons who might be in 
need of help - a pension, special 
assistance, better housing or facil¬ 
ities, or "special problems of a so¬ 
cial nature" such as not being able 
to drive a car. 

"Special assistance" is one of the 
parts of the draft system which makes 
it highly "Norfolk" and very differ¬ 
ent from the vast, impersonal sys¬ 
tems which operate in large coun¬ 
tries. 

Ar examples of special needs, 
the Discussion Paper mentions - 

•Need for a Norfolk pension 
even though the person is living 
overseas (for example, while wait¬ 
ing to qualify for a pension there.) 

• Children's benefits extended 
past the age of 16 in special situa¬ 
tions. 

•A larger-than-normal pension 
if needed. 

•Additional medical or hospital 
expenses. 

•Help with hospitalisation or ac¬ 
cident insurance premiums. 

•Help with electricity or tele¬ 
phone costs. 

• "One-time" needs such as air¬ 
fares, house repairs, provision of a 



new refrigerator, etc. 

In the case of persons who were un¬ 
able to handle pension payments sen¬ 
sibly - the Discussion Paper mentions 
alcoholics and the mentally infirm 
as examples - up to 60fc of pension 
payments might be made in a spe¬ 
cial form. This could mean mak¬ 
ing the payments to a guardian, 
paying die person's bills directly, or 
issuing credit vouchers good for cer¬ 
tain kinds of purchases. 

Recommendations of the Board 
would be subject to approval by the 
Norfolk Island Assembly Minister re- 
^piasible for social services. 

Any resident who was dissatisfied 
with the working of the system 
would be able to approach members 
of the Assembly, or to take the mat¬ 
ter to the Court of Petty Sessions. 

The Discussion Paper sets out a 
range of pensions and other benefits 
up to $62 per week for a married 
couple, but Councillor Nunn em¬ 
phasized to Council that the figures 
are not firm recommendations. 

Their main purpose is to illustrate 
how pensions would vary according 
to other outside income. 

The actual pension levels would 
need to be set in accordance with 
the cost of living at the time the 
system goes into effect. 


By R. Nixon Dalkin 

Fascinating, detailed account of \ 
tha historic Kingston graves, 
including a fold-out plan of tha 
eamatary. An aassntial guldsfor 
visitor*. 

Tremendous valusat $3.50 from 
Jinaan's Nowsogsncy, tha Trading 
Peat, Bums Phiip, tha Tourist Bureau 
or Leaside. Also ask for Mtrval Hoars' 
Ramblers Quids to Norfolk Island. 
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200-MILE OCEAN ZONE IS AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF NORFOLK, COUNCIL DECLARES 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND Council on 
March 7th formally claimed the 
sea and seabed within 200 nautical 
miles of the Island as an economic 
zone which is an integral part of 
the Island. 

Most; of, the j&pne had not previous¬ 
ly beeh claimed by anyone. It has 
been assumed that Australia would 
claim the zone, because Australia 
has two pieces of legislation in pro¬ 
cess - the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 
and die Fisheries Amendment Act 
1978 - which are worded to allow 
Norfolk no waters at all, and to 
claim the Island's waters as part 
of Australia's fisheries. But the 
Bill has yet to be passed, and the 
Act has yet to be proclaimed. 

Council acknowledged that Nor¬ 
folk is not able to police the zone 
with military force. But the claim 
has points of validity: 

• Physically the zone is contiguous 
with Norfolk, and is geographically 
remote from any other land. 

• The claim is consistent with 
actions taken by many islands and 
coastal nations. 

•The Council, as the only elect¬ 
ed representatives of the people of 
Norfolk, is the only body that could 
democratically make such a claim 
on behalf of the people of Norfolk. 

•Most of the area was unclaim¬ 
ed. A first claimant has a special 
position: others may dispute an 
original claim, but they can suc¬ 
ceed only by persuasive logic or by 
force. 

Council's declaration was passed 
7-0, with Councillor Buffett abstain¬ 
ing from voting. Moved by Coun¬ 
cillor Bennett and seconded by Coun¬ 
cillor Nunn, it read: 

’"This Council deolares that it re¬ 


gards the sea and seabed within 
200 nautical miles of Norfolk Island 
as being an economic zone which 
is an integral part of Norfolk Island, 
and which should be exploited in 
an ecologically sound manner, with 
the economic benefits arising from 
the zone being applied solely for 
Norfolk Island and its inhabitants; 
and Council asks the Commonwealth 
Government to honour the intention 
of this declaration, and to make 
known die existence of this declara¬ 
tion, to anyone interested in exploit¬ 
ing the resources of die Norfolk Isl¬ 
and 200 mile zone. " 

The declaration was formally 
lodged by transmission through nor¬ 
mal channels to Australia's Depart¬ 
ment of Home Affairs, which is 
responsible for all Norfolk adminis¬ 
trative matters. 

In supporting the motion to ap¬ 
prove the declaration, Councillor 
Bennett said M There is certainly no 
way the Norfolk Island Council could 
apprehend and restrain anyone who 
wished to violate our claim. It is* 
perfectly clear that anyone who 
wished to ignore such a claim, and 
move in and take what they could, 
could do so without our having any 
naval, military or police force to 
stop them. 

"But the world does not consist 
only of bandits," he said. 

"Most nations of the world are 
concerned about respecting the 
rights and the claims of other 
peoples of the world. ” 

Councillor Bennett said the de¬ 
claration was intended "to make 
law-abiding persons and countries 
aware that the people of Norfolk 
Island regard their 200-mile zone 


as part of their Inland, in the same 
way that islands and indeed con¬ 
tinents all around the world re¬ 
gard their 200-mile zones as be¬ 
ing part of their reasonable terri - 
tory." 


FLAG OF 
LOYALTY 

A "NORFOLK FLAG" - carrying the 
Union Jack in the upper left and 
a green Norfolk pine on the white 
field - was raised Jt>y the Society 
Of Descendants of the Pitcairn Set¬ 
tlers on February 18th. 

The flag now flies every day on 
a flagpole outside the Valley View 
Restaurant in New Cascade Road, 
and has become an Island tourist 
attraction. 

The flag-raising was featured in 
an Australia-wide TV show in March, 
reported elsewhere in this issue. 

Emotions ran high for a day or 
two before the flag went up. A 
heavy timber and concrete support 
for the flagpole was imbedded deep 
in the ground outside Norfolk Village 
by Society members on the 17th, but 
that night it was vandalised, being 
chain-sawed off at ground level. 

The Society has proposed the flag 
as the future symbol of the Island, 
following a Council invitation for 
members of the public to submit 
designs. The Society points out that - 

• The flag symbolises that Nor¬ 
folk is a separate and distinct Brit¬ 
ish settlement, established as the 
Pitcairners’ homeland by Queen Vic¬ 
toria in 1856. 

• The Union Jack symbolises the 
loyalty of the people of Norfolk to 
the Queen, as British subjects. 

• The Norfolk pine "symbolises 

our loyalty and devotion to our Island". 



EVERY WOMAN OF TASTE DESERVES TO HAVE AT LEAST 
ONE OR TWO ITEMS FROM THE FABLED COLLECTIONS OF 



Only at Piccadilly, at prices which are a pleasant surprise 
TAYLOR'S ROAD, ACROSS FROM THE STRAND “ARCADE 
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DO COMMONWEALTH EXPERTS KNOW SOMETHING THEY HAVEN'T TOLD US? 


Oil in the Norfolk zone? Yes, there may be! 


OFFSHORE OIL within Norfolk Island's 
200 -mile zone is a distinct geologi¬ 
cal prospect - and according to one 
published account, is a "905$: cert¬ 
ainty". 

This dramatic revelation was 
made on the Island late in February 
as the result of remarks made here 
by one of the world's leading author¬ 
ities in petroleum geology. 

Dr. Sherman Wengerd, a former 
President of the American Associa¬ 
tion of Petroleum Geologists - the 
largest scientific geological society 
in the world - told The News that 
"seismic shots" near Norfolk have 
indicated that die Norfolk Ridge 
contains a thick stratographic sec¬ 
tion of the kind that is characteris¬ 
tic of oil .deposits. 

The Norfolk Island Council had 
not been informed by the Common¬ 
wealth of the seismic research re¬ 
sults. 

Dr. Wengerd was reported by 
"The Norfolk Islander" to have told 
the Norfolk Island Lions Club that 
he regarded oil under the seabed 
within 200 miles of Norfolk a 90$; 
probability. 

Such a statement would be an 
extraordinarily positive one for a 
geologist of world renown. A num¬ 
ber of Lions Club members do not 
xccall his having made such a 
definite statement - but others who 

ere present have told The News 
■hat "he definitely said it". 

Dr. Wengerd flew on to New Zea¬ 
land the morning after his Lions 
talk, and The News has been un¬ 
able to reach him for clarification. 

Dr. Wengerd was visiting Norfolk 
on a brief holiday. He had just 
spent nearly five months in Aust¬ 
ralia, where he had extensive dis¬ 
cussions with professional geological 
colleagues, petroleum experts and 
Government authorities. 

In a Nows interview prior to the 
Lions Club meeting, he said that 
the waters over the Norfolk Ridge 
are deep enough so that it is prob¬ 
ably not economic to do exploratory 
drilling there now. 

But he said that drilling is being 
done in progressively more difficult 
areas around the world. Where a 
large oil field is in prospect. Be 
said, drilling cab now be done in 
5,000 foot depths* 

He said that further exploration 
of the Norfolk Ridge would need to 
start with detailed additional seis¬ 
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mic work over the rises in the Ridge.. 

If that work supported further ex¬ 
ploration expense, drilling would 
be the next step. He indicated 
that putting down a single drill hole 
into the Ridge might involve $5 
million or more in costs. The op¬ 
eration of a modern drill ship costs 
about $100, 000 a day, and drilling 
one hole could s take a month or two. 

The seismic work mentioned by 
Dr. Wengerd puts a dramatic new 
light on Australia's extensive pres¬ 
sure during the past 2 J years to in¬ 
tegrate Norfolk into the Common¬ 
wealth political system. 

If Norfolk remains a separate non¬ 
self-governing territory, under Aust¬ 
ralian administration but not owned 
by Australia, the benefits of a off¬ 
shore oil Held near the Island would 
belong to Norfolk. But if Norfolk is 
legally made a territory "of" Aust¬ 
ralia, existing Australian laws and 
High Court decisions would auto¬ 
matically put the benefits into the 
Commonwealth Treasury. 

Ever since the issuance of die Nim- 
mo Report in 1976, the Island has 
hunted in vain for a plausible rea¬ 
son for Australia's refusal to let 
Norfolk develop its own local self- 
government, and Its refusal to al¬ 
low Norfolk electors to vote at refer¬ 
endum on the matter. 

The possibility of offshore oil was 
rumoured, but so far as die Island 
knew the only indication of possible 
deposits was an aerial magnetomet¬ 
er survey made some years ago. It 
revealed a magnetic anomaly about 
150 miles south of the Island, but 
petroleum industry experts regard¬ 
ed it as being only mildly interest¬ 
ing. 

The revelation that considerable 
additional geological work has been 
done - increasing rather than reduc¬ 
ing the likelihood of oil being found • 
suggests a powerful modve for Aust¬ 
ralia's deep possessiveness toward 
Norfolk. 

Whether the Island retains its pol¬ 
itical separateness, or is annexed 
into Australia, may suddenly have 
become a $64 million - or a $640 
million - question. 

The News asked Dr. Wengerd 
when he thought world economic 
conditions might make it practical 
to drill on the Norfolk Ridge. 

"Your guess is as good as mine," 
he said. 

He pointed out that from a geo¬ 


logical point of view there is no 
shortage of petroleum in die world. 
But the realities of politi cal and 
economic problems of production 
and distribution determine where 
oil is sought, and where it Is pro¬ 
duced. 

Those realities have been under¬ 
going a revolution in recent years. 
Oil-producing countries have thrown 
off 50 years of control established 
by "the seven sisters" - Exxon, r* 
Shell, BP, Gulf, Texaco, Mobil 
and Chevron. The price of crude 
oil has multiplied without any ser¬ 
ious effect on market demand, and 
is continuing to rise. 

Meanwhile geological and off¬ 
shore drilling techniques have been 
improved tremendously. Stimu¬ 
lated by oil deposits in the North 
Sea and by a boom in oceanograph¬ 
ic research, new equipment and 
methods have been developed, 
some of diem sounding like science 
fiction. The world's major oil com¬ 
panies are drilling in depths that 
would have been unthinkable only 
a few years ago. 

Dr. Wengerd's visit to Norfolk 
was a "sentimental journey", part 
of a long holiday he and his wife 
have been taking, following his re¬ 
tirement after 29 years as Professor 
of Geology at die University of New 
Mexico. 

During World War 11, on duty with 
the U. S. Navy, Dr. Wengerd did 
some top-secret work in die planning 
of possible South Pacific air bases. * j 
He studied aerial photographs of 
both Lord Howe and Norfolk - and • 
liked their looks. He thought If j 
ever he reached retirement one day, 
and could travel, he would like to 
visit both. 

He and Mrs. Wengerd arrived herd 
late in February, after several 
months in Australia aad a short stay 
at Lord Howe. They flew ou to New 
Zealand on February 28th. 

During his university professorship. 
Dr. Wengerd undertook many con¬ 
sulting assignments with both the 
"majors" and die Independents" in 
the world oil industry. 

He was one of only two professors 
ever elected to the Presidency of 
the prestigious American Association 
of Petroleum Geologists. He has 
been listed in "Who's Who in Amer¬ 
ica" for the past nine years. He 
was active widt tbe U. S. Naval Re¬ 
serve as an instructor in oceano- 
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graphy, an*} retired In 1966 with the 
rank of Captain. 

Dr. Weng^rd told The News that 
one of die basic problems in oil ex¬ 
ploration is getting solid concessions, 
covering the terms on which explora¬ 
tion is to be don?* and how die pro¬ 
fits will be sbarecl if oil is found. 

He pointed out that Shell and Esso 
had had "great concessions" off Viet 
Nam - which vanished in the war. 

He said that as a rule of thumb, 
it takes 7-10 years from the incep¬ 
tion of an idea for exploring a parti¬ 
cular area until production actually 
begins. 

Whether there is a large field of 
oil off Norfolk, no one in the world 
will know for sure unless a drill goes 
down and finds it. 

But the chances of its being there 
now seem significant. With a world 
petroleum authority suggesting that 
Norfolk would do well to look to 
its surrounding 2 00-mile zone, there 
is at least a plausibility that future 
generations on the Island might have 
a source of export earnings that could 
keep the public revenue account in 
the black. 

Would it be a good thing for them, 


or for the Island? That's a very dif¬ 
ferent question, but one they no 
doubt would be willing to grapple 
with. 


COUNCIL QUESTION 
LODGED FOR REPLY: 

>Cr. McIntyre: Would the Min¬ 

ister please inform Council what 
geological studies have been made, 
to the Government's knowledge or 
belief in recent years, of areas 
within 200 nautical miles of Nor¬ 
folk Island; what in general terms 
these studies have indicated as to 
deposits, possible deposits of oil, 
minerals and the like; and where 
copies of reports of such studies 
may be obtained. 

Tf it is the Government's inten¬ 
tion that the exploitation of any 
such deposits should be administer¬ 
ed so that the resulting royalities, 
taxes and so on would be applied 
solely for the benefit of Norfolk 
Island and its inhabitants, will the 
Minister please assure Council of 
this intention as soon as possible. 

"If the Government has not yet 


completed plans for declaring a 
200 naudcahmile economic zone 
protecting rights to oil, minerals 
and the like around Norfolk Island, 
will the Government please do so 
as soon as possible in a manner 
which assures all royalities, taxes 
etc. from such deposits for the 
benefit of Norfolk Island and its 
inhabitants." 


"CAUTION", LOCAL EXPERTS SAY 

TWO NORFOLK residents with dist¬ 
inguished international experience in 
the petroleum industry voiced caut¬ 
ions to anyone hoping that offshore 
oil could be a bonanza for the Island 
in the near future. 

Gordon Duvall told The News that 
while there are possibilities of oil 
around the Island, uninformed and 
excited comments about a big strike 
in the offing would be irresponsible. 

Geoff Hazzard said that "some" 
oil can be found almost anywhere, 
but that oil in commercial quanti¬ 
ties is very different. He thought if 
there should be oil produced from 
the Norfolk Ridge, "it won't be in 
this century" 



NORFOLK'S 200-MILE ZONE WILL APPARENTLY BE 'CLAIMED' AND ADMINISTERED BY AUSTRALIA, BUT MINISTER 
R.J # ELLICOTT TOLD COUNCIL IN MARCH THAT HE KNEW NO REASON WHY "SOME OR ALL" OF THE NET BENEFITS 
SHOULD NOT GO TO THE ISLAND, HE INVITED COUNCIL TO DISCUSS ThE SITUATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 













LIVING 


Norfolk 



(Ray Kail recently was on Norfolk 
for three months with his wife, 

Nicki, and two-year-old son, Sam. 
Ray was born on Norfolk and is the 
son of Avis Dunning. Back in Van¬ 
couver, B. C. now, Ray had two 
interviews with The News before 
he left. Here we continue more 

of his reminiscences.) 

****** 

Talking of family life twenty- 
five to thirty years ago on the Isl¬ 
and and of family life today, Ray 
commented: 

'T would say Norfolk would qual¬ 
ify as a matriarchal society. By 
that, 1 mean that the Norfolk 
women seemed to determine a lot 
of the directions that the family 
took and the big decisions. Their 
opinions were really taken into ac¬ 
count. There were so many strong, 
intelligent women. They preserved 
the culture. You had the ex tended - 
family feeling here. Grandmothers, 
grandfathers were included. Older 
children looked after younger. 
Because of that, much of life 
would centre around mothers, aunts 
and grandmothers. They had a big 
say in the daily lives of the people 
and in the community. The men 
respected them. There was less 
evidence of that male macho thing 
v hen I was a kid than there is now. 

"There could be a comparison 
here to Southern Italy. I remem¬ 
ber very strong feelings of religious 
tenacity. Of course, there were 
just as many people who drank too 
much and just as many lives affect¬ 
ed by alcohol as there are now. 

No drugs, of course. The tradi¬ 
tional beer drink was called *soop\ 

A very potent brew! 

"I think that my upbringing was, 
in a way, more permissive than 
life is for the young nowadays. 

Maybe permissive isn't the right 
word - you were just included 
and allowed to take part. If there 
was a party on, you were there. 

You were an individual in your 
own right. 

"The tendency now is to have 
everything neatly organised so you 
can go out and have FUN - there 
may be only two of you. That’s 
the kind of thing that was attrac¬ 
tive about Norfolk - you had your 
place, you had your family, you had 
your relations, and you didn't feel 
it was a bore and it wasn't a chore 


and you*looked forward to seeing 
them. 

"I think this is changing but it 
hasn^t changed completely. I have 
been here for the last three months - 
I can see how our son has been tak¬ 
en care of and included in every¬ 
thing. So, I don't think it has 
changed entirely and I hope it won't 
ever change because I think it's a 
very positive aspect of the life here. 

"WhenT was a child, I knew Nor¬ 
folk was the best and most interest¬ 
ing place to live in -- and it's not 
surprising that most of the Norfolk 
children I interviewed for a Ger¬ 
man radio program said they were 
not going to leave Norfolk Island. 
They don't have to leave to know 
or to have some comparison as to 
what their lives might be elsewhere 
and what they would not have. 

"There seems to be an ability 
to take care of yourself here --to 
fix something -- the girls are good 
in die kitchen and can sew some¬ 
thing -- I think Norfolk girls under¬ 
stand how things work. That's part 
of any rural community -- to be 
involved. On Norfolk Island prac¬ 
tically everybody gets involved 
in every aspect of daily living. 

You don't find lives so compart¬ 
mentalised. " 

Ray continued to discuss other 
aspects of family life on Norfolk 
and we got on to the subject of the 
sharing of vegetables and the Poly¬ 
nesian customs of the Islanders. 

"There's an interesting thing a- 
bout the sharing of vegetables, " 
he said. "In the west coast of 
Canada, the American Indians who 
live there had for many years, up 
until the whites came along and 
stopped them from doing it, a cus¬ 
tom called 'potlotch'. If you 
wanted to destroy someone in the 
eyes of the community you sum¬ 
moned all of your friends and liter¬ 
ally heaped gifts on this person to 
the point where they were so ash¬ 
amed that they could nhver return 
them - these magnificent gifts in 
kind - that the person simply faded 
from the community. There is an 
aspect to Norfolk Island interesting¬ 
ly enough where you cannot escape 


from some people's houses without 
being loaded down with stuff and it 
puts you on the spot because you 
are expected to respond. It's a 
carryover from the Tahitian - it's 
a specific thing* 1 remember 
when I was a kid myself my mother 
would say, 'We won't go over to 
such-and-such's place because 
they've got lots and lots of ripe ban¬ 
anas and we don't need any more 
bananas.' 

"And if you want to upset some¬ 
one and get in their bad books the 
quickest way here is by giving him 
or her a gift that they can't possibly 
return.- Things, money, objects 
or just being so magnificently gen¬ 
erous that you shame the other per¬ 
son and it is obviously kinder and 
more intelligent not to do that. 

"It has a lot to do with the reason 
people drink as much as they do here. 
If you go to someone's house - it's 
a very traditional Polynesian thing - 
if you do not accept their food or 
their drink then you are saying T 
think I am better than you and I'm 
not really happy in your house.' 

That is the worst crime here. Even 
if you are drinking in a bar or at a 
picnic and you don't drink as much 
as your host or hostess wants you to 
then they feel you haven't had a 
good time. 1 don't think it is ever 
articulated that way - and this com.-. 
munity isn't exclusive in having 
those feeling? - it's quite Polyne¬ 
sian. People will force things on 
you to demonstrate to you where 
you are placed as far as your friend¬ 
ship is concerned. It is a demonstra¬ 
tion of 'I like you and I want you to 
like me and here is solid proof of it.' 
It is gauged very carefully. 

"There are, of course, people on 
the Island who can't possibly repay -- 
who are destitute -- who will always 
be taken care of. And there is an 
understanding and appreciation that 
the person who is taken care of has 
pridq and you do not let him feel he 
is a welfare case. Yet they'll have 
a charity 'do' right out in the open 
for someone and it's quite blatant, 
straight-forward and serves the pur¬ 
pose. In this case, whomever the 
charity 'do' is for doesn't feel he or 
^ she is a nuisance because everyone 
Is so obviously enjoying it. 

"One of die things you must do 
in Ms community is to gauge the 
attitudes and sentiments and see 
if you can fit into them." 
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Good Taste 


H. G, BROWN & SONS HAS ACHIEVED A REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE MOST 
RESPECTED WINE AND SPIRIT HOUSES IN AUSTRALIA. 

IT TOOK A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF EXPERTISE, AND AN UNERRING 
INSTINCT IN DISCERNING THE POTENTIAL OF A YOUNG WINE. 

IT TOOK A LARGE MEASURE OF CONSIDERATION AND KNOW-HOW IN 
BEING ABLE TO SELECT ONLY THE FINEST IMPORTS FROM COUNTRIES AROUND 
THE WORLD. 

AND IT TOOK THE FORESIGHT AND ACUMEN TO BUILD A COMPANY 
THAT TODAY CARRIES THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF AUSTRALIAN 
AND IMPORTED REGIONAL ESTATE WINES ON THE EAST COAST OF AUSTRALIA. 

OUR WINE UST IS AN INSIGHT INTO OUR CONSTANT VIGILANCE OF 
QUALITY. 


Some of the wines you will 
enjoy most on Norfolk Island 



Brows Seafood 

MOSEL 

A soft stylo wine tieelty suited to complement 
the seafood of your 

WWE RY Stanley Ww Company Ply Ltd 
OtSiniCT Clare. South Austral.* 


II. (i. OKUWN A SONS 
MNL ML HANTS 

7S0MI * 


nwTswoon vsw. 
ItfSTRHUTOKS 




ESPECIALLY SELECTED AUSTRALIAN 
REGIONAL WINES — 


Brown’s Brut de Brut Champagne 
Brown’s Langhorne Creek Tawny Port 
Brown * s Bin 60 McLaren Vale He rm i tage 
Brown’s Bin 70 Red Ribbon Moselle 
Brown's Seafood Mosel 


Rhinecastle 26A Claret 



Australia’s original Wfiite Burgundy 
from WesternoAustraha 



BAROSSA VALLEY 

MOSELLE 

VINTAGE 1974 

OW.r; I i||kt 

Mil .«r ffwat 
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Kit.*.* te.th • {itrauta "tv* ww>Mtf toith. 
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l NO GRAN SPUMANTE 

Authentic sparkling 

FROM ITALY. 

>A VERY FRUITY WINE WITH 
THE LUSCIOUSNESS OF THE 
MUSCATEL GRAPE VARIETY 
:OMING THROUGH ON THE 
'A LATE. 




H. G. BROWN & SONS PTY. LTD. 

WINE St SPIRIT MERCHANTS 159 Gibbes Street, Chatswood, New South Wales. Telephone: 407 1221 














































This month, I thought, we might try 
a couple of recipes from South Amer¬ 
ica. In its original form the first 
one used pork but having cooked it 
with lamb and liked it I'm giving 
you my version. 


PORK & RICE CREOLE 
4 Iamb chops (ehump) 

3/4 cup diced red and green 
capsicum 


1 cup chopped onions 
1 large can tomatoes 
2/3 cup rice 
l£ teasp. salt 
chili sauce to taste 
1 cup water 

Trim most of the fat off the chops. 
Brown them on both sides. Saute 
the capsicum and onion in the fat 
from the chops. Add tomatoes, 
rice, salt and chili. Add the water 
and the chops* Cover and simmer 
slowly until tender, about one hour. 
Stir occasionally. Four servings. 

MOTHER-IN-LAW’S DESSERT 
12 banan as, sliced lengthwise 

18 oz. package Philadelphia 
cream cheese 

114 oz. can sweetened condensed 
milk 

4 egg whites 
i cup su gar 


Place the sliced bananas in a but¬ 
tered ovenproof serving dish. Bake 
in moderate oven 3-5 minutes until 
the bananas are slightly softened. 
Beat the cream cheese until light 
and fluffy. Add the condensed milk 
and beat until smooth. Spread the 
mixture over bananas. Beat the egg 
whites with the sugar until stiff peaks 
form. Spoon the meringue over the 
banana mixture and bake in moder¬ 
ate oven 10 minutes until the merin¬ 
gue is lightly browned. Serve from . 
baking dish with unsweetened cream. 


From closer to home here is an¬ 
other way to prepare zucchini which 
are now plentiful. 

Wash, top and tail the required 
number of zucchini. Grate coarse¬ 
ly and toss for 5-6 minutes in butter. 
Serve sprinkled with chopped chives 
or parsley. 



WITH PLENTY OF water and frequent 
showers, one can once again be busy 
garden-wise. After the long spell of 
dry weather there is plenty of trim¬ 
ming back and seed planting to be 
done. 

Please do npt rake up and burn old 
leaves and weeds, unless you intend 
to use compost in their stead, as 
they are nature's way of composting 
the soil. If the very tidy gardener 
does not replace them with an alter¬ 
native, it wont be very long before 


the soil is in poor condition. Best 
fork them into the soil. 

Seeds to be sown now include 
viola, pansy, stock, nemesia, snap 
dragon, French and African marigold, 
calendula. Most vegetables can be 
planted out or seeds sown. 

I notice quite a bit of scale on 
some shrubs. White oil is one of the 
best sprays for this troublesome pest. 
For some time now I have been us¬ 
ing Formula 1, which may be bought 
at Foodlands, for mealy bug which 
is also showing up on shrubs and pot¬ 
ted plants. I think the mealy bug 
is one of our worst pests and it is 
generally quite big before discover¬ 
ed. It really does stunt potted plants 
such as African violets. 


The following are a few words 
about earthworms. These, of course, 
are far from being pests but I have 
been asked 'Why are there so few 
worms in my soil?' As I am not an 
expert on these little fellows, I 
have drawn on experts* knowledge 
which will be of use to the garden¬ 
er who asked that question. 1 will 
put it in simple terms. The lack 
of earthworms in soil is indicative 
of lack of organic matter which is 
essential for good soil fertility ra¬ 
ther than its cause. They are bene¬ 
ficial largely due to their tunnelling, 
allowing aeration and improved til¬ 
th. To encourage worms, use plen¬ 
ty of animal manure digging it well 
into the soil. 


- BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 

UNTIL COMPARATIVELY recent 
times Australian wines were, for 
the most part, simply labelled 
"Claret", "Burgundy", etc. to give 
a rough (sometimes very rough) 
idea of the style. During the last 
few years there has been a swing ! 

to varietal labelling and, today, 
the majority carry at least some 
indication of the grapes used. 

Let us then look at the more popu¬ 
lar red grapes and what we may in 
general expect from them. 

By far the most important grape 
(red or white) on the Australian 
wine scene is Shiraz or, as some 
prefer to call it, hermitage and 
most table reds and ports are made 
of it, or at least, contain some of 
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it. In fact it is often the predomi¬ 
nant variety in better quality 
blends. Straight Shiraz wines have 
good colour, with moderate acid, 
tannin and fruit flavour. They 
mature reasonably quickly yet the 
best age well. When grown in cool¬ 
er areas they tend to have more 
body and can be somewhat aggres¬ 
sive. 

From the viewpoint of quantity 
planted, Grenache ranks second 
among the reds but produces a great¬ 
er tonnage than Shiraz. It is not, 
however, popular for straight varie¬ 
tal wines although it makes a good 
rose. A lot of it is used in cheaper 
reds and ports and its light, early 
maturing qualities lend themselves 
to successful blending, particularly 
with Shiraz. 

Although placed third in terms 
of acreage Cabernet Sauvignon 
must be regarded as Australia's top 
red wine variety. A rather shy bear- 
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er, it is, for economy’s sake, most¬ 
ly blended but is becoming more 
prevalent as a straight wine. Cab¬ 
ernets have rich colour, strong fruit 
and bouquet and, being high in 
acid and tannin, are slow maturing. 
Th%y are, however, well worth 
waiting for - give them five years 
at least and look for an even older 
one from Coonawarra. 

Mataro is one you are not likely 
to see on, its own but it does seem 
to combine well with Shiraz and, 
as such, is mostly found in blends 
from the Barossa. 

Grown in only small quantities, 
Pinot Noir is a notable variety and, 
despite being a somewhat unreliable 
grower and a poor yielder, it is gain¬ 
ing more attention. In France it 
ranks high as a Champagne variety 
but in Australia and particularly the 
Hunter Valley it has produced very 
fine reds with a. distinctive floral 
bouquet and flavour. 
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A FEW MINUTES ago there was a 
most welcome sound on the roof - 
raindrops - but it's stopped. What 
oppressive weather we're having at 
the present time and have exper¬ 
ienced over the past week. In com¬ 
parison with the mainland, the act¬ 
ual temperature doesn't seem high 
but when the humidity is in the 
high nineties at the same time the 
combination causes the most un¬ 
pleasant "sticky" conditions. Hope¬ 
fully, gallons of heavy rain will 
clear it all away within the next 
few days'. 

Life on Norfolk during the past 
month has been fairly quiet, though 
I guess the "Blast Off" night at Raw- 
son Hall was just the opposite. It 
v. as a night organized by the radio 
staff to give everyone the opportun¬ 
ity to farewell Dennis and George 
Smith and to hear for the last time 
the terrific music of their "Sneaky" 
band. Dennis, and his wife Sonia, 
left for New Zealand on 4th March. 
They will holiday there and then 
join up with George in Sydney some 
time in May. ^ Both George and 
Dennis have given residents here a 
great deal of pleasure with their 
radio programmes and lively band 
music. 

At the "Blast Off" night there 
was music for young and old played 
at different times during the even¬ 


ing by all the musicians who had 
played during the past year. There 
were still a good number of people 
enjoying the evening well after mid¬ 
night. It was also an opportunity 
for the new "Freeway" group to in¬ 
troduce their type of music. 

The people of Norfolk have done 
it again. Through the generosity 
of the community the Sixth Year 
school tour will again be held; the 
Tour Committee has raised sufficient 
funds - approximately $5, 000 - to 
send 23 children in bth Year to New 
South Wales in April. They leave 
on Sunday 22nd April with teachers 
Bob Lavender and Tricia Knight. 

A most comprehensive programme 
has been arranged to enable the 
chilcken to see different facets of 
life'on the mainland. It will also 
give them an insight into the differ¬ 
ent lifestyle of city children. 

The Committee's fund-raising con¬ 
cluded with the drawing last Satur¬ 
day morning of their Airline Raffle. 
The lucky winner of the return trip 
to Sydney via East-West was Yvonne 
Grube. Mr. R. F. Hill of Concord, 

N. S. W., won the return trip to Bris¬ 
bane with N. I. Airlines, and third 
prize of a return trip to Lord Howe, 
again with N.I. Airlines, was won 
by Kerry Cope. The fourth prize was 
a barometer donated by Joy Quintal. 
This was won by Shirley Christian. 


I bet those four people were thrilled 
to learn their good news! 

With Sue Semple as the newly 
elected President, the Wives & 
Mothers Club looks set for a very 
active twelve months. Sue's com¬ 
mittee consists of Lyndal Coyne 
as Vice-President; Glenys Withing- 
ton as Secretary; Vicki Saxon as 
Assistant Secretary; Treasurer is 
Lyn Mason; Anne Slade and Gale 
Hayle are die two committee mem¬ 
bers. Their first task was to orgar 
ize the March meeting. Peter 
Coyne, the Conservation Officer, 
was invited as guest speaker. I be¬ 
lieve his talk on conservation in 
relation to Phillip Island and Norfolk 
was most interesting indeed. 

A forthcoming event which I think 
will be hilarious to watch is the 3 
minute raffle; this means that the 
winner will load into her trolley 
as much as she can in three minutes 
at Foodlands. The draw is on Mon¬ 
day 23rd April with the winner do¬ 
ing her shopping on Thursday 26th . 
April! 

The visit of golf professional 
David Mercer certainly created a 
good deal of interest with quite a 
few taking advantage of his begin¬ 
ner classes. The Golf Club Asso¬ 
ciates followed this up by inviting 
the ladies who had been taking les¬ 
sons to join with them on Wednes¬ 
day afternoons. Each beginner was 
assigned to a "veteran" who helped 
her round a course of 9 holes. This 
continued for 3 weeks and then a 
12 -hole competition was commenced. 
Believe Mary McNamara is the "star" 
beginner. Jan Christian, Dianne 
Mengfietti and Betty Crockett are 
all thoroughly enjoying themselves 
learning the sport. 

Must tell you too, one person who 
has been really trying hard with his 
golf over a number of years was 
thrilled on Saturday when he won the 
competition for the day. Believe Pe¬ 
ter Magri had a grin from ear to ear 
when he arrived home on Saturday 
night proudly displaying a hand¬ 
some silver tankard. Well done, 
Peter! 




THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK," THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID, "'MUST' READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT, AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS," 

UMiVtfeSiTY OF QUflKNSLAKft ftteSS. "$14. $5 - NOW on sale at- local $ BOPS' 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS RETAILERS V 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Retavatots, hoes, all 

agricultural implement! 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS . . . GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUT TER1N GS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 





BUY NOW - BEAT THE PRICE RISE ON SUNBEAM PRODUCTS 

















